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EL MAHDI, 


The Prophet of the Soudan—The 
Story of a Great Religious 
Revolution. 


(By A. O. Hoyt.) 


From remotest historical times the 

q territory lying south of the Great Des- 
ert, in Africa, and extending from 
Abyssinia on the east to the Senegal 


⁄ river on the west embracing an area 
ál more than 2,000,000 square miles, has 
us been known as the “Country of the 
suri Blacks.” 
of The original inhabitants were of 
Bay pure negro blood, without a literature 
Thi or religion, but after the conquest of 
deg Egypt by the followers of Mahomet, 
thi the country to the south, now known 
ove as the Soudan, was gradually brought 
niz under the control, and in course of 
lut time became more or less completely 
(2) permeated with Arab blood and the 
kn religion of Islam. 
tiq Until annexed to Egypt in recent 
w times, the Soudanese knew no author- 
th ity save that of the strong arm. Might 
m made right, and “let him keep who 
can” was the universal rule. 
th Like the American Indians and oth- 
pri er uncivilized races, the inhabitants 
rik òf the Soudan were divided into in- 
se numerable tribes, each under its own 
in chief or sheikh. Their occupations 
al * depended wholly upon the nature of 
sú i the country in which they lived. 
ot The thirteenth parallel of north lat- 
w itude may be said to divide the camel 
b. Arabs from the cattle Arabs. To the 
it north of this line the rains are insuf- 
b ficient to afford pasturage for cattle, 
p and the chief, if not sole occupation, 
M eii is confined to the raising of camels, 
E tá South of this line the rains are more 
r abundant and regular, the fields are 
it converted into fertile pastures, which 


H support great numbers of horses, cat- 

Å tle and other domestic animals, and 

| large quantities of corn, vegetables 
. and fruit are grown. ⁄ 

In this well-watered, mountainous 

country live the innumerable tribes 


~ and subtribes of the Baggara, the ‘Red 
` Indian of the Soudan.” They constt- 
4 tute the fiercest, manliest and most 
Ë warlike of all the tribes that inhabit 
Íb the Soudan. They are inveterate 


slave-dealers, and previous to the 
Mahdist insurrection they acted as 


ti the middlemen in the slave trade, 
a buying or capturing slaves from the 
È negro races to the south, and selling 
L them to the traders from Khartoum. 
he When the slave trade was prohibit- 


FERS ed by General Gordon, it was these 
| Baggara who felt the blow most se- 
m verely. A feeling of bitter and in- 
x tense hatred was aroused among them 
and they waited only the first oppor- 
tunity to fly to arms against the gov- 
ernment that had made unlawful their 
~ ancient and profitable business of 
Í trafficing in slaves, which was their 
= principal source of wealth. 
‘= “The slave trade,” says a recent 
` writer, “was at once the religion, the 
occupation and principal source of in- 
come of the very fiercest of all the 
tribes which owned the soil;” and the 
attempt to destroy this traffic among 
4 & people so fiery and resentful of an 
_ injury must sooner or later end in 
_ But while the suppression of the 
` trade aroused widespread dixef- 


THE LIGHT OF TRUTH. 


fection among the Soudanese, it was 
not the only nor indeed the principal 
cause of their uprising in open rebel- 
lion against the Egyptian government. 
There was a deeper and far more po- 
tent force at work, uniting the various 
tribes and moulding them into a vast 
engine of destruction. 

It was the same power that swayed 
the hearts of human beings when Ma- 
homet gave to earth a new religion. 
It had its birth in the bosom of a man 
earth-born but heaven-aspiring. It 
was nourished by the fruitful soil of 
an ignorant and superstitious people, 
already groaning under the burden of 
a despotic government. It matured in 
the light of blazing homes, the slaugh- 
ter of tens of thousands of men and 
women, and the triumphant march of 
a fanatical army raised to the highest 
pitch of religious enthusiasm. 


Mohammed Ahmed, el Mahdi, was 
born in Dongola in 1848. Through 
the death of his father he was in early 
life thrown upon his own resources, 
and being of a deeply religious nature 
and studious disposition, he became 
the favorite pupil of a celebrated fiki, 
or religious teacher, at Berber, on the 
Nile, 

His marvelous gifts of oratory at- 
tracted people from far and near. 
Strong men wept and beat their 
breasts as with rapid, earnest words, 
he stirred their hearts and bowed 
their heads “like corn beneath the 
storm.” 

His constant theme was the oppres- 
gion of the taxgatherer, the miserable 
condition of the people, the defilement 
of their religion by the Turks and 
Egyptians, the hated foreigners who 
had conquered their land, and the 
Wickedness of the people, whom God 
had forsaken in their sins. 

He pictured in glowing words the 
joys of the future life that were re- 
served for those “who desire not pride 
of this world,” and submit themselves 
gladly to the “will of God.” When the 
Mahdi should come, truth’ should tri- 
umph and the oppressions of the wick- 
ed should cease. 

The times were ripe for the birth 
of š great religious movement that 
should liberate the people from their 
hated. taskmasters, and unite. the 
“faithful” under the banner of Mahdi, 
the “Slave of God.” 

When would Mahdi come? Through- 
out the land “every hut and every 
thicket echoed the longing for the 
promised Saviour.” From the sands 
of the desert to highest mountain 
peak, the winds whispered “Mahdi!” 
The rustling leaves were imprinted 
with the sacred name. ‘When will he 
come?” is the despairing cry of the 
people, stirred to the innermost’ depths 
of their ardent natures by the preach- 
ing of this wonderful man. 

Soon it began to be whispered about 
by the few chosen ones to whom he 
had confided the great secret that the 
Mahdi had come. Like thistle-down 
blown by the wind, the glad tidings 
spread from tribe to tribe. At last the 
Deliverer hadcome, El Mahdi, the guide, 
and he would lead his people out of 
the bondage of the Egyptian and re- 
store the true religion of Islam to the 
faithful. 

Taking up his residence on an island 
in the river Nile, Mohammed Ahmed 
gathered his disciples around him and 


began an active crusade in behalf of 
his mahdiships. 
Reports of this movement were not 


long in coming to the ears of the gov- 
ernment officials at Khartoum, and an 
officer was dispatched to the island 
with orders to bring the imposter 
forthwith before the governor. 
Warned by his friends, Mohammed 
Ahmed received the officer with all 


due humility. He was informed of the 
reports that had been received and 
that he was ordered to appear before 
the governor general and justify him- 
self. Rising suddenly to his feet and 
striking his breast with his hand, Mo- 
hammed exclaimed, “Never! By the 
grace of God and his prophet I am the 
master of this country, and never shall 
I go to Khartoum to justify myself.” 

The die was cast. The hour had 
struck that was to usher in the great- 
est religious revolution of modern 
times. 

The government, now fully awake 
to the serious nature of the movement 
that had developed in secret while it 
had slept in fancied security, sent an 
armed force to capture the rebellious 
preacher. 

Mohammed collected his people and 
prepared to resist arrest. He declared 
that the prophet had appeared to him 
in a vision, and had announced that 
all who joined him in the fight should 
be called the “Favourites of God.” 
Hiding in the tall grass until the gov- 
ernment forces had landed from their 
boats, they fell upon them with such 
fierce and unexpected fury that the 
soldiers were forced to fly in a demor- 
alized condition. 

Flushed with his first victory, but 
yet cautious and discreet, the Mahdi 
announced that he had been divinely 
instructed to retire to Jebel Masa, 
where he was to receive further in- 
structions. 


The followers of the Mahdi were 
called “the Arabs” by Gordon, but as 
hefore stated, they were largely mixed 
Arab and negro blood. In many cases 
the most powerful sheikhs were orig- 
inally slaves who had risen to power 
through force of character, aided by 
the state of war and strife which was 
the normal condition of the country 
for centuries. The Mahdi himself was 
the son of a boat builder on the Nile, 
while his successor, the present Khal- 
ifa el Mahdi, is the son of a pious 
Baggara, or cattle-owning sheikh, of 
the tribe of Taashi, in Darfur, in the 
southwestern part of the Soudan. ` 

At the beginning of his career the 
Mahdi surrounded himself with four 
Khalifas, of whom Abdullah, who suc- 
ceeded him on his death, was the prin- 
cipal. The Khalifas acted as his as- 
sistants in the management of the 
material interests of their master, but 
the Mahdi himself was the central lu- 
minary of the whole system. From 
him proceeded the beneficent rays that 
were to warm the hearts and enlight- 
en the minds of all true believers. 

He was the only representative of 
God and his Prophet on earth, and as 
the spiritual and political head of the 
people, he united in himself the inter- 
ests of the church and state. Obedi- 
ence, humility and devotion to -the 
Mahdi were the constant themes of his 
innumerable letters and sermons. 

Writing to the ulema, or learned 
men who had opposed him, he said: 
“You ulema of evil, what wicked 
things are you imagining! You pre- 
tend to repent and return to the truth, 
but in reality you follow your own 
amusements and ambitions. Why 
should you wash your bodies when 
your hearts are full of sin and wicked- 
ness? Verily, I say unto you, be not 
like the sieve, through which flour 
passes, but in which the bran remains. 

“Your words are the words of wis- 
dom, but your heart is the heart of 


wickedness. You are indeed the moat 
wicked of men. You are but slaves of 


the world. The world will turn upon 
you and you will be cast down. Your 
sins will lay hold on you, they will 
drag you by the hair of your head, 
and drive you barefooted and naked 
into the presence of the great Judge, 
who will punish you eternally for your 
evil deeds.” 

With such burning words as these 
he lashed the hypocrites and Phari- 


sees of his day. “Turn your eyes to 
things above,” he said, “to the way of 
everlasting life. Devote yourselves to 
God, and abstain from worldly pleas- 
ures and enjoyments.” 

Writing to the Sheikh el Islam, in 
July, 1882, the Mahdi declares his mis- 
sion in unmistakable terms. ‘My hope 
in you,” he says, “has induced me to 
write to you, informing you of the 
truth of my case, which is free from 
all falsehood. I employ neither guile 
nor pretense, but what I say is the 
real truth coming from God and from 
his Prophet. God has confirmed me 
in my Mahdiism, and the Prophet has 
strengthened me in it. What I have 
said, I was ordered to say as the mes- 
senger of God. Those who believe in 
my being the expected Mahdi receive 
happiness. He who doubts that I am 
the Mahdi is in the eyes of God and 
his prophet a renegade, he who op- 
poses me is an infidel, and he who 
Wages war against me will neither 
succeed in this world nor in the world 
to come. Be it known to you that all 
I do is done by the order of the Proph- 
et. He has told me that I shall be vic- 
torious against all my enemies. I am 
following in his footsteps and guided 
by his light. There are many signs 
from God which are proof of my Mah- 
diism.” 

A large number of letters written 
in the same fanatical strain were sent 
out bythe Mahdithrough hisemissaries 
to the most powerful and influential 
sheikhs and chiefs in Darfur, Kordo- 
fan and the region east of the Nile. 

The effect of these appeals was mar- 
velous. In a short time the whole 
country west of Abyssinia was in a 
blaze of insurrection. The fiery deni- 
zens of the desert were eager to range 
themselves under the banner of the 
Mahdi. Sheikh after sheikh, tribe after 
tribe rose in open-armed rebellion 
against the government. Such officials 
as remained loyal were either killed in 
battle or made prisoners. El Obeid, 
the capital of Kordofan, fell before the 
terrible and resistless energy of the 
revolutionists, and its inhabitants 
were put to the sword or made cap- 
tives. 


The fall of this important city 
sounded the death knell of law and or- 
der throughout the western Soudan, 
and served to further inflame the 
minds of the frenzied followers of the 
Mahdi: In quick succession city after 
city and post after post, garrisoned by 
the government forces, fell into their 
hands. A whole army under Hicks 
Pasha was annihilated and Hicks him- 
self slain. 

Words can not picture the terrible 
scenes that were enacted throughout 
the length and breadth of Kordofan 
and Darfur. Whole tribes were deci- 
mated, their villages burned and their 
cattle, women and children carried 
away. The skies were lurid with the 
flames of burning homes. The ties of 
love and kindred were severed in the 
interests of a fanatical religion; and 
the hand of the destroyer laid waste 
the beautiful groves and fields of the 
peaceful husbandmen. 

The wells that supplied man and 
beast with the live-giving water were 
filled up with their dead bodies and 
buried deep beneath the dirt and 
stones that had been watered with 
their blood. Like incarnate fiends, the 


-followers of the Mahdi ravaged the 
land, making a waste of some of the 
fairest and most populous districts of 
the Soudan. 

While the western districts were 
thus subjected to the rule of the Mahdi, 
the intrepid Gordon held Khartum, the 
capital of the Soudan, situated at the 
junction of the Blue and the White 
Nile. 

% The walls of the city were strength- 
ened, guns were mounted at the gates 
and most exposed positions, and every 
possible preparation was made for 
holding the city against the threatened 
siege. Never were the indomitable en- 
ergy, skill and courage of the noble 
Gordon displayed to greater advantage. 
Surrounded by traitors, cut off from 
all communications or hope of rein- 
forcements, he still clung to the city 
and people whom he had been sent to 
save. How often from the roof of the 
governor’s palace were his eyes strain- 
ed to catch the first sight of the relief 
expedition—that came, alas, only one 
day too late. Pierced by the spears of 
his fanatical enemies, he fell, and with 
his4ife went out all semblance of civ- 
ilized government in the whole Soudan 
from that day to this. 

A few months after the fall of Khar- 
tum, the Mahdi was suddenly stricken 

I with his last and fatal illness. He was 

? succeeded by Abdullah, the present 
Khalifa el Mahdi, who has continued 

"the policy of war and extermination of 

the unbelievers adopted by the Mahdi. 

F After the death of Gordon the Soudan 

was abandoned by the Egyptian and 

English governments, and only in the 

last year has any attempt been made 

to reoccupy the land. An expedition is 

now on its way up the Nile for the pur- 

pose of restoring the Soudan to law 

and order and the blessing of a civil- 
ized govermment. | 

_ That this can be effected without 

= much expense and loss of life is not to. 

_ be expected, but England has put her 

7 band to the plow, and she will not 

turn back until the task is done and 
` peace and order reign supreme. 
A. O. HOYT. 
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re is in Santa Clara Valley, Cal- 

a wealthy woman, Mrs. Mary 
who for many years has 
` people by taking their diseases 
pon herself. She visits the sick, gets 
r ailments, and then gets rid of 
. Mrs. Chenowith is a medium 
are powers. She has built a 
h on her estate. This church 
are shown in the illustra- 


M THE BIRTH OF THE ROSE. 


e once grew near a lily, 

Wy and fair, 

e wind awayed the one to the 
spirit of love was there. 


t the lly and thistle 


THE LIGHT OF TRUTH. 


THE LEADEN HEEL AT LAST ON 
SPAIN. 


B. O. Flower in Nonconformist Writes 
the Foul History of That Na- 
tion in a Thousand Words. 


A TERRIBLE INDICTMENT 


At the moment of writing when 
Spain is being rent with mutual strife, 
while American is celebrating the 
wonderful victory of Commodore, now 
Admiral Dewey, one is reminded of 
the striking description of the fall of 
Cardinal Wolsey by Froude. I know 
of no passage in the world’s history 
when the picturesque and graphic 
words were so applicable as they are 
to Spain to-day. 

“But the time of reckoning at length 
arrived. Slowly the hand had 
crawled along the dial plate; slowly 
as if the event would never come; and 
wrong was heaped on wrong, and it 
seemed as if no ear had heard the 
voice; till the measure of the circle 
was at length fulfilled. The finger 
touched the hour, and as the strokes of 
the great hammer rang out above the 
nation, in an instant the mighty fabric 
of iniquity was showered into ruins.” 

The lessons of history are so rich 
in suggestions and for, those who are 
wise enough to live up to their highest 
ideals that I feel tempted to dwell 
somewhat on the long deferred retri- 
bution which is to-day falling on a na- 
tion which for cruelty, treachery, su- 
perstition and heartlessness has no 
equal in western civilization and in- 
deed can only be compared with the 
unspeakable Turk in the modern 
world. The Spaniards are proud of 
the reign of Ferdinand and Isabella 
and during that time Columbus gave 
to Spain the western world. It is also 
from that period that the real down- 
fall of the nation began. During that 
reign Spain “opened her own veins 
and let out her best blood” for not sat- 
isfled with the overthrow of the won- 
derful Moorish civilization she gained 
from Pope Sextus IV the authority for 
the establishment of the inquisition 
for the extermination of Jews, Moors 
and Christians with the taunt of her- 
esy. In four years after the establish- 
ment in the province of Castile alone, 
two thousand victims were burned to 
death. In 1492 the celebrated edict 
was issued against the Jews. The en- 
tire Jewish population were ordered 
to leave Spain within four months and 
they were not permitted to carry with 
them any gold or silver. It is of 
course impossible to say how much 
avarice and how much religious fa- 
naticism entered into this supreme 
tragedy, but haa the Jews been poor it 
is hardly probable they would have 
been proceeded against with such se- 
verity. Eight hundred thousand Jews, 
says the eminent historian Symonds, 
left Spain, some for the coast of Africa, 
where the Arabs ripped their bodies 
in search for gems or gold they might 
have swallowed. Others were sold as 
slaves, or had to satisfy the rapacity 
of their persecutors with the bodies of 
their children. Many flung themselves 
into wells and sought to bury despair 
in suicide. The Mediteranean was 
filed with famine stricken, plague 
bleeding fleets of exiles putting into 
the port of Genoa. They were refused 
leave to reside in the city and died by 
hundreds in the harbor, their fester- 
ing bodies bred a pestilence along the 
whole Italian seaboard, of which at 
Naples alone, twenty thousand persons 
died.” But it is needless to continue 
the narrative of the eminent historian. 
Enough has been said of this tragedy, 
sær from the Moor and Jew the nobles 

and religious fanatics turned to the 
philosopher, the student and the pa- 
@siot who Was more a follower we 


Christ than he was a champion for 
dogmatic theology. “The very life 
of the nation,” says Mr. Symonds, “its 
industry, its free thought and its en- 
ergy of character was deliberately and 
steadily throttled.” The story of 
Spain in the new world has no parallel 
in the records of humanity and mon- 
strous crimes. The peaceable and in- 
nocent no less than those who op- 
posed Cortez, Pizzaro and many other 
conquerors and colonial criminals 
whom Spain has ever loved to honor, 
were treated with like inhumanity. 
The hands of men and women were 
chopped off and the victims sent t> 
their homes thus mutilated. Victims 
were slowly roasted and otherwise tor- 
tured to death in the attempt to make 
the victor secure where more gold 
could be found and even for pastime 
men and women were turned into a 
guarded enclosure while savage dogs 
almost starved to death were set upon 
them that the Spaniards might enjoy 
the pleasure of seeing them torn ta 
pieces and devoured while yet they 
lived. These are some of the crimes 
related by Spanish writers who ac- 
company the victorious armies. The 
crimes of Cortez in Mexico were only 
equalled by those of Pizzaro in Peru, 
where one of the most wonderful civ- 
jlizations ever known was wiped from 
the face of the earth. The awful 
struggle of the Netherlands followed in 
which the name of Philip and Alva 
darken the world’s history and reveal 
cruelty and essential savagery 
strangely mixed with insane religious 
fanaticism unmatched in the an- 
nals of nations. And next came the 
slow eclipse. The great Armada van- 
ished before the British seamen and 
the angry elements while slowly and 
at first almost imperceptibly the de- 
cline set in; a decline which reminds 
one of the history of Rome before her 
overthrow. One by one the rich pos- 
sessions of Spain were lost. Her 


brutality and the cruel execution 
placed on her various possessions 
which led to frequent insurrections 


before freedom was reached and in 
many the struggles she has shown the 
same savage spirit. In the ten years’ 
war in Cuba and again during the 
past three years she has proven by the 
cruelty inhumanity and immorality of 
her soldiers and the most popular of- 
ficers that the Spain of to-day is in 
spirit the Spain of Ferdinand of Cor- 
tez and Pizzaro and of Philip and Al- 
va. The cruelty, the heinous crimes 
and the revolting outrages practiced 
by Weyler and his soldiers in Cuba 
have rarely been equalled and seldom, 
if ever eclipsed, even among the sav- 
age nations. And during all the years 
it seemed that the measure of iniquity 
would never be filled. True, the great- 
ness and glory of the most powerful 
nation of Europe vaunted, but she 
lived on to continue her crimes until 
at last the hour struck, and from pres- 
ent appearances it would seem that 
the vivid characterization quoted from 
Froude was about to be fulfilled. 


“LET US PRAY.” 


God spare us from greed 

And of lucre the need, 

From the unholy mind 

That curses mankind; 

The getting of gain 

Though a brother be slain, 

And all the base deeds 

That avarice feeds. 

O send us the wealth 

Of true wisdom and health, 

The divine love of virtue 

And the virtues of love 

And the angelic graces 

That descend from above, 

And elevate man as with leaven, 

For of such Is the kingdom of heaven. 
- R. G. Smith. 


THE SPIRITUALIST’S HYMNAL NO. 2 
(Words and Music)—By B. M. Lawrence, 
M. D. Prices, 25 cents; postage, 4 
cents; $2.50 per dosen. 


WAR AND PROGRESS. 


indispensible 
As well ask: Is disease 
indispensable to prog- 
ress? Both war and disease are re- 
sults, not causes. War is a disease 
of a nation, the culmination of intol- 
erable conditions. Physical disease is 
the penalty attached to wrong condi- 
tions of living. The answer to both 
questions is, therefore, emphatically, 
No! Neither war nor disease is in- 
dispensable to progress, but obedience 
to moral and physical law is. Both 
evils can be avoided by cultivating 
peace and health. 

The current philosophy extols war 
as, at times, desirable. Clergymen 
preach the gospel of manliness as ex- 
hibited in organized slaughter. Poli- 
ticians exalt the sword and bullet if 
the temper of their constituents indi- 
cates belligerency. Merchants, with 
heavy stocks on a declining market, 
discern a method of relief from the 
war demand. The speculator rejoices 
in the opportunities which armed strife 
brings. It is the unthinking masses 
who suffer most, who furnish food for 
powder, whose opportunity is limited, 
and who are ground down by heavy 
taxes, and carried away by the catch- 


Is war inevitable or 
to progress? 


inevitable or 


words “glory,” patriotism’ and the 
“flag,” and hurrah for their own deg- 
radation, 


To the historian “glory” is chiefly 
carnage, the letting loose of all evil 
passions, the subsequent legacy of pen- 
sions, taxes, trade restrictions and 
debts; worse than all, the war spirit 
which poisons the nation’s youth is 
demoralizing. 

Regard for the “flag” is well enough 
when admiration for it does not im- 
ply an “appropriation” or a ‘“fetich.” 
A flag deserves no reverence when it 
stands for wrong and outrage. No 
loyalty to one’s country demands ad- 
miration for what in itself is execrable, 
A flag typifying humanity must ever 
command respect and love above any 
national bunting. 

“In time of peace prepare for war” 
is a vicious maxim. Just as good, or 
rather, just as bad, are the injunctions: 
“In time of virtue prepare for vice;” 
or, “Im time of sobriety prepare for a 
debauch.” Violence begets violence; 
and whoever in time of peace prepares 
for it, simply prepares to hinder pro- 
gress. 

The incongruity Beren current war 
philosophy and that of Christianity 
would be best exemplified if we should 
christen our great war vessels, “The 
Golden Rule,” “The Jesus Christ,” 
“The Peacemaker,” the “The Lamb,” 
or with other names of that descrip- 
tion. It would be hard to discharge 
murderous cannon under pennants fly- 
ing those legends. 

In conclusion, I would afirm that 
peace and not war is indispensable to 
progress, and that Universal Peace is 
not an iridiscent dream, although, in 
view of rapidly passing years and hope 
deferred, we impatiently exclaim with 
the poet Tennyson: 


“But we grow old. Ah! when shall each 
man's good 

Be each man's rule, and Universal Peace 

Lie like a shaft of light across the land, 

And like a lane of beams athwart the sea. 


Through all the circles of the golden year.” 
WILLIAM L. GARRISON, JR. 
C; eee Se 

Two little tots of Hudson were 
kneeling at their mother’s knee saying 
the Lord’s prayer, says an exchange. 
The oldest one was repeating after his 
mother, and when he reached the pas- 
sage that reads, “Give us this day our 
daily bread,” what was the mother’s 
astonishment when the little tot ex- 
claimed: “Hit him for pie, Johnny; 
hit him for pie!” 


= ———S——————— ll 
THE NEW THSTAMENT OOOULTISM— 
By J. H. Dewey, M. D. $2.00. P 


THE JUBILEE. 


‘ From accounts given of the great 
jubilee at Rochester, N. Y.—the semi- 
centennial of Spiritualism—a more 
notable event never occurred in that 
center; perhaps not in this*country. 
The reformation in Europe opened 4 
vista to the hopeful which surpassed 
their grandest expectations. Then 
what may we hope for? The very 
acme of civilization compared with the 
present, and which, in a general terin 
may be called universal brotherhood! 
If not in the extreme of interpreta- 
tions, at least to the extent of making 
civilized nations near enough akin to 
relegate warfare to oblivion—to an im- 
possible undertaking. 

New York is withal a great state-- 
the most notable events in history hav- 
ing occurred—aye, generated there. 
Spiritualism is perhaps the greatest for 
lasting effects. . Hydesville, like the 
Bethlehem of Judea, was the birth- 
place of the event; but Rochester was 
the Jerusalem of its principal enact- 
ment. Here the concourse assembled 
to celebrate the day—the fiftieth an- 
niversary of the spirit rap, which ans- 
wered the great problem of immortal- 
ity, assuring the doubter of its verity. 
Never was there a greater assembly cf 
minds dominated by one thought con- 
gregated in our time—minds governed 
by one known fact, and that a mere 
belief by others who have civilized a 
large portion of the world. If a mere 
belief in immortality is a factor in 
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civilization, what must a knowledge of 
the same do? Its effects cannot be 
estimated. Spiritualists have a great 
work before them, and an easy task 
compared to past reformers and pio- 
neers of new ideas. They have but to 
present their philosophy in proper 
form, exercise a little judgment in its 
delivery, and they attract believers— 
investigators. They have but to up- 
hold their newspapers and all will go 
well. Of course, nothing is achieved 
without sacrifice. But this is not want- 
ing in many respects—though there 
are many derelict in duty—perhaps 
unconsciously so — having not yet 
awakened to the gravity of the real 
situation and that they own a priceless 
jewel, which they do not know how 
to set to advantage. But time and ex- 
perience will make all things right, 
and the Rochester jubilee will prove 
itself the law center put into action 
for future building of a new temple of 
light that will illuminate the wor!d 
wherever civilization is ready to re- 
ceive its rays. 

A notable feature at the centennial 
was the welcome given the Spiritual- 
ists by the citizens of Rochester and 
the exceedingly fine address delivered 
by Mayor Warner at the opening of the 
first session. 

Most of our own prominent speakers 
were on hand and took part in the ex- 
ercises at one time or another during 
the week. Among these were Lyman 
C. Howe, H. D. Barrett, Mrs. C L. V. 
Richmond, Mrs. C. F. Weatherford, 


Mrs. Anna L. Robinson, George p. 
Colby, Mra. L W. Kaynor, Dr. P. L. 
H. Willis, Will C. Hodge, Mrs. J. H. 
Jackson, Rev. A. J. Weaver, Mrs. Mag- 
gie Waite, Dr. Dean Clarke, Mrs. L. B 
Prior, Dr. J. M. Peebles, J. J. Morse, 
Mrs. Carrie Twing, Moses Hull, Mr3. 
Russeque, E. W. Sprague, Mrs. Clara 
Watson, G. W. Kates, Susan B. An- 
thony, G. A. Bacon, Mrs. R. Wolcott, O. 
A. Edgerly, Mrs. Tillie U. Reynolds, 
Dr. E. A. Smith, Hon. D. P. Dewey, 
and others. 

Following are excerpts from some of 
the addresses: 

Mrs. E. L. Watson, in her Roches- 
ter address, alluding to a referenco 
made to an exposure of Spiritualism 
on the Lyceum stage ten years ago by 
Kate Fox Jencken, one of the original 
Fox sisters, said that if she were tə 
believe that the “Rochester Knock- 
ings” were the beginning of Spiritual- 
ism, she would be inclined to doubt 
the matter altogether. 

But, said Mrs. Watson, Spiritualism 
does not rest on physical phenomena 
of fifty years ago. There is the testi- 
mony of inner self since the days of 
Plato. It does not depend upon the 
testimony of Moses, Elijah, Jesus, 
Peter or Paul, but upon the testimony 
of latent human nature. It opens up a 
pathway not only in this world, but ia 
all worlds. Spiritualism is the religion 
of the home. There is hope that some 
day all the world may have a religion 
that satisfies not only the needs of the 
heart but the mind as well. 


J. J. Morse, of London, England, the 
representative of the British Nationa! 
Spiritualist Associaticn at the Roches- 
ter jubilee, said: 

“I bave come a long way, but the 
distance has been wiped out, the perils 
of the deep forgotten, and I rejoice to 
be with my brothers and sisters of 
America under the stars and stripes 
I have reason to be proud to be born 
in time to be a Spiritualist. I am also 
proud to say that I have made four 
visits to this great and glorious coun- 
try. I am proud to be an Englishman, 
as every Englishman should be, but I 
am proud to wear the stars and etripes 
over my heart. I am the unfortunate 
representative of the Spiritualists 
across the sea, and I bear the creden- 
tials of that society, among which i 
am proudest of the resolution passed 
in Manchester on Good Friday, when 
we celebrated the fiftieth anniversary. 
It was passed and indorsed, and i 
was asked to bear to the friends in 
Rochester our greetings. No city ever 
took a nobler revenge for a mistaken 
policy than your mayor has extended 
us to-day in his hearty welcome. Our 
people are one with you; they have 
the same desire to uplift humanity.” 

Will C. Hodge, of Chicago, spoke on 
the subject, “Shall We Have a Declara- 
tion of Principles?” Mr. Hodge began 
by stating that as a Spiritualist all he 
wished to do was to learn his relation- 
ship to the world and his fellow men 
and live the best life he could deter- 
mine upon. He said Spiritualists had 


anew conception of God. He preferred 
to call God Nature, the wonderful 
power hidden in the song birds, the 
Sunshine and the blossoming flowers. 
“Some people call this force the over- 
ruling power,” he said, “but I prefe: 
to call it the inner ruling principle. 
“The oné grand feature of Spirit- 
* w@alism,” continued Mr. Hodge, “is that 
We can disagree. We are not chained 
; to any dogmas. ` We number hundreds 
of thousands and each one of us has 
his own conception of Spiritualism. 
And this must be so as long as we are 
differently organized, and consequently 
must hold different opinions. The 
trouble with the religions of the past 
has been that they have attempted to 
force people to move in a certain rut. 
The best thing in Spiritualism is that 
we don’t agree. It came to us with- 
out the injunction, ‘Thus saith the 
Lord.’ Spiritualism bids you first to 
understand and learn the principles of 
Spirit phenomena and then to work 
out your own salvation in you: 
£ Way as best you can. 
“Spiritualism cannot get along with- 
out education. It is a mistake to think 
that Spiritualism will do all and we 
need not do anything for ourselves. A 
good musician can not properly show 
his talent on a poor instrument. He 
must have his instrument in perfect 
tune. Our mediums should do the same 
for themselves. As instruments of the 
truths of Spiritualism they must put 
themselves in perfect attune with the 
‘spirit life. The music of the spheres 
"can come only through brains. 
_*“Disbelievers in Spiritualism declare 
that we have built no church. But : 
Say that if we improve in the next fifty 
years as we have in the past, we can 
‘buy churches a great deal cheaper than 
` we can build them. We have no alms- 
uses, jails and penitentiaries because 
we haye no use for them. 
ag we must not. forget the children in 
Å ation of principles. The only 
"I think we must do in this re- 
sp is to keep the children out of 
other institutions. Every child is nat- 
g “urally an infidel and would not grow 
up with old orthodox ideas and mon- 
Strous dogmas if not instilled with 
— them from youth. 
a “Spiritualism means everythirg that 
_ M tends to the betterment of human con- 
' ditions. It is not another narrow, 
~ miserable sect. I say we should have 
a Ta declaration of principles. I think 
_ they may be summed up in this, ‘Sal- 
_ ration is the result of individua! effort 
-_ and eternal progress is the destiny of 


ite Te the human soul,’ ” 
25 rà ` > ? — 
pm a THE DOCTORS HAD NO EXPLANA- 
KÆ TION.. 
aF. ‘The Rochester, N. Y., Democrat thus 


ad 


_ describes the “fire test” as given by 
-~ Mrs. Isa Wilson Kaynor at one of the 
J ‘sessions of the jubilee meeting: 

Mrs. Kaynor was presented by the 
_ chairman, Mr. Barrett, who also in- 
__ vited any physician~in the audience 
to come upon the stage. A committee 
Was appointed composed of the chair- 
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š 4 = a man, Mr. Barrett, W. C. Hodge, Dr. F. 


pes. 1 ~ L H. Willis, all Spiritualists; Dr. S. H. 


y 


‘Linn, Rochester, and Dr. Paul Gibier, 

` of the Pasteur institute, New York. 

Ra. ` The two latter are not believers in 

we Spiritualism. Besides these mentioned, 

= by request, representatives of the Her- 

$ fis ald and the Democrat and Chronicle 

_ were present on the platform, and 
g: vad watched the performance. 

= Mrs. Kaynor first washed her hands 

a ‘and face in soap and water before the 

audience, then she allowed the commit- 

fe to examine them. She had pre- 

_» viously addressed a few words to the 

_ audience in which she said that she is 

e unconscious of what she does, 

that she puts herself in the hands 

pupa mattes. There were placed 

table two lighted lamps, 


own 
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with ordinary chimneys, and the me- 
dium stood for a moment with arms 
extended and looking up as if invok- 
ing divine 
came over her face s for T a momer then 
she seated herself before the light d 
lamps, and began talking to them as 
if they were intelligences. The re- 
porter tried in vain to make sense of 
what she said, but it sounded like no 
known language. Dr. Linn said he 
speaks four languages, but it was noth- 
ing he has ever heard spoken. It was 
later learned that the language, if it 
is anything more than gibberish, is 
unknown, but it is supposed to be 
Chaldean, as the woman claims to be 
under the control of a Chaldean fire 
worshiper. She spoke in a caressing, 
cooing voice, as one would use to a 
child, sometimes changing the tone as 
if in reproof or anger. The lamps were 
turned up high, and Mrs. Kaynor 
placed her hands over the top, clos- 
ing her fingers around the top of the 
chimney, and holding it there for sev- 
eral seconds. When she commenced 
her pulse was 110, but her hands felt 
cool to the touch. She grasped the 
chimney at the hottest place, took it 
off, and handed it to the committee, 
but it was impossible to grasp it as 
she did without being severely burned. 
Then she passed her hand and even the 
lace of her sleeve through the live 
flame without sustaining injury. A 
reporter handed her a dollar bill which 
she folded and passed slowly through 
the flame without it being scorched. 
The doctors on the stage tried to han- 
dle the chimney in the same manner 
as the medium, but it was too hot for 
them, and Dr. Gibier twice dropped it 
on the floor in his attempts. She held 
the hot glass against her cheek for 58 
seconds without apparently any ill ef- 
fects. 

After the woman came out of her 
trance or whatever the condition, she 
offered her hands for examination, but 
there was no indication of any blister 
or burn. The only thing noticeable 
was that the down on the back of her 
hand was slightly scorched when a 
magnifying glass was used. 

The physicians present had no ex- 
planation to offer of the phenomenon, 
but one of them present said that he 
is acquainted with a man living a short 
distance from this city who can han- 
dle fire In the same manner as Mrs. 
Kaynor. | 
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SPIRITUA L VIBRATIONS. 


The ignorant often mistake modesty 
for pride. 


“Disease is nature acting on our dis- 
cordant forces and*straightening them 
out. 


Much evil could be averted if we 
were permitted to tell each other the 
truth. 


Love laughs at ihe pranks of a con- 
ventional’ animosity—falsely called 
principle. 


The greater must bear the calumny 
of the lesser souls. 
mastiffs because their greatness an- 
noys them. 


Many gain and others are robbed of 
vitality where they least suspect it. 
We give and take according to cir- 
cumstances. 


Charity covereth a multitude of 
sins; for it can forgive mistakes, over- 
look the little weaknesses of human- 
ity, control envy, overcome its preju- 
dices and feelings of resentment 
against the world generally. 


To the sensualist the world seems 
dark because he lacks the inspiration 
to appreciate its beauties. To the 
prejudiced humanity seems dark be- 
cause he lacks the charity to sense 
the good side of human nature. 


Poodles bay at ` 


OUR MATERIALS FOR A DECLARA 
TION OF PRINCIPLES 
S M. D.) 

Neg L1eve 1 

le í 
liev he o l tl g 
W í not ] v in | 
we do not believe in the plen 
spiration of the Bible; 
lieve in the Athanasian Trinity; we d 
not believe in a personal devil; 
not believe in the Vicarious aton 
ment; we do not believe in a future 


general judgment; we do not believe in 
the resurrection of this physical body 
we do not pelieve in 
Hell torment; 


future endless 


nor that the keys of the 

Kingdom of Heaven were ever trusted 
to any priest or pope. 

Affirmatively—We believe the foun- 

dation stone of Spiritualism to be 

Spirit—Spirit, manifest as life intelli- 


gence and energy through all matter 
by fixed methods—fixed laws—thc laws 
of nature. 

We believe man to be the crcwning 
work of nature's processes, physically 
connected with all the lower orders of 
creation, and spiritually related to 
spirits, angels, and the Infinite Spirit. 

We believe man to be a trinity in 
unity, constituted of a physical body, 
a spiritual body (or soul) and the 
conscious spirit; the spirit being the 
real man. 

We believe that death is simply 
release—a shedding of physical mor- 
tality, and that the resurrection is the 
raising of the spiritual out of the de- 
caying physical body. 

We believe that spirits have spiritual 
bodies in the future life and, being 
conscious identities with memories and 
reasoning faculties, can and do, un- 
der proper conditions, communicate 
through natural law with the mortals 
of earth. 

We believe that the spirit-world is 
here and everywhere, and that with us 
walk (all unseen), our sympathizing 
friends, aiding and impressing us at 
times from their higher planes of wis- 
dom. 

We believe that these spirit spheres, 
more conditions than far off localities, 
are as diversified as are human inte?- 
ligencies, and that at death each en- 
ters the sphere that his mortal life 
and moral conduct has fitted him for. 

We believe that punishment and 
compensation naturallyfollow the vio- 
lation of law in all worlds, and that 
the heayens and hells are conditions 
rather than fixed localities in far-away 
space. 

We believe that salvation is of works 
rather than of faith or of grace each 
earning the heaven that he necessarily 
inhabits in the next stage of existence. 

We believe the’ divine atom, the 
Ego, is a finite god incarnate, and. 
we believe in the brotherhood of the 
human race—that the last in the line 
of evolution, has in him, all the pos- 
sibilities and potencies of the angel, 
and the archangel. 

We beHeve in the personality of God: 
predicting that personality not upon 


shape, avoirdupois, or ‘any form of 
anthropomorphism; but upon con- 
sciousness, will, and purpose. J. S. 


Loveland wisely said, “An impersonal 
God is no God at all.” 

We believe that Guatama Buddal, 
Socrates, Plato, Jesus and others of 
those grandly inspired souls of the past 
were leaders of human thought, the 
Messiahs of the ages and helps to hu- 
man advancement. 

We believe In maintaining under all 
circumstances our conscious selfhood. 
accepting spirit messages not as final 
authorities, but as helps touching this 
life, the life to come and the higher 
homelands of Heaven. 
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Beliefs are not principles 

] racts, beliefs, 

heories possible helps iu 
onstt tion of a broad, grand de- 
i Í I that the worid 
what Spirit- 
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THE REVIEWER. 


“Poems, by Edmund S. Holbrook, 
Chicago,” is the modest title to a little 
volume just issued for Miss Florence 
Holbrook under the direction of Way 
and Williams. 

Judge Holbrook passed to spirit life 
recently, and these poems may justly 
be regarded as the fiower of a protean 
career extending back to the days of 
Garrison, Phillips and others who 
fought the skirmish line which pre- 
ceded the struggle for the abolition of 
slavery. It is not often that so many 
noble qualities are found in a single 
nature. Mr. Holbrook was lawyer, 
jurist, soldier, poet, and of course 
Spiritualist. He was also a Democrat 
and personal friend of Abraham Lin- 
coln. 

What, then, ought one to expect 
from such a character manifesting in 
the guise of a poet? The answer is 
to be found in the excellence of this 
volume. It is divided into devotional, 
patriotic, and personal poems, with an 
appendix of some forty pages contain- 
ing many later and valuable gems. 
We know of no better way to allude 
to the work than to say that it is a 
reminder of Gerald Massey. Like all 
true poets, Judge Holbrook was a true 
prophet. He sings the matin, not the 
vesper hymn of poor mortality. The 
book is elegantly bound and finished. 


The World Beautiful. 
By Lilian Whiting. 
Brothers. 

The best recommendation to be 
made for this valuable series of writ- 
ings is the charm which accompanies 
the name of the writer. Lilian Whit- 
ing has gone, and has taken Spiritual- 
ism with her, where few if any writ- 
ers have found a welcome. Yet she 
has been received and read by mil- 
lions. Her contributions to the big 
dailies during the past few years have 
earned for her a unique place as an 
advocate of Spiritualism. The Third 
Series of the World Beautiful is a 
handy volume of 245 pages, which no 
one can read without feeling that he 
has been lifted nearer to the upper 
lights of inspiration. He must feel 
richer and happier for having done so. 


Third series. 
Boston: Roberts 


WAR SOUVENIRS OF VALUE. 

Our reacers will have noticed in 
last issue an announcement of the 
Leonard Manufacturing Co. offering 
sets of Naval Souvenir Spoons. This 
concern is the same that advertised 
in '93, '94, '95 and ’96 sets of World's 
Fair Souvenir Spoons. Our readers 
will receive something for little mon- 
ey that will not only be treasured as 
an emblem of patriotism, heroism and 
mercy, but will find the little gems of 
excellent service for practical use. Not 
one of the readers should neglect to 
read the advertisemetn on page 16 and 
then order, according to the number 
of friends to be remembered in a hap- 
py and, t timely manner. 


THE RELIGION OF MODERN SPIRIT- 
UALISM—By Dr. William Cleveland. 86 
cents; postage, 14 cents. 
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POWERS — SPIRITUAL 
EXPERIENCES. 
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Å (By G. B. Stebbins.) 


4 In the autumn of 1873 I visited Rev. 
Linus Paine of Friendship, Allegheny 
county, New York, a veteran Univer- 
salist preacher. He has had some re- 
markable experiences, of which I give 
two, as noted carefully from his words 
at his own fireside. He said: 
“About 15 years ago I was riding 
on horseback between Spartansburg 
and Townsville, in Crawford county, 
Í Pennsylvania, when I plainly saw Jo- 
$ seph Phelps, a leading Universalist, 
Vk: some 80 years old, whom I well knew, 
| passing along by my side, on foot, and 
easily keeping pace with my horse, 
slow or fast. He told me he died at 
South Danville, Steuben county, N. Y., 
i and soon disappeared. In about 10 
I days news came of his passing away 
just before the day and hour on which 
+: I saw him.” 
; Again he said: “About 20 years ago 
Y was stopping in Eddyville, Catta- 
: raugus county, N. Y., and riding one 
q pleasant autumn afternoon in my 
ae sulky, some two miles east of Rut- 
x ` ledge, in the same county, when I saw 
my niece and son, one on either side 
of the road, passing or floating along 
just above the ground, and keeping 
| easy pace with my own motion. In 
i _ this case, as in the other, I was in a 
very happy and tranquil state, so that 
` the sunlight seemed to shed new glory 
> on the landscape, and my thoughts 
were rich and spiritual; but the per- 
sons whom I saw were not at all in 
k, my mind, yet their coming seemed 
natural and pleasant, and did not dis- 
turb me at all, while the-impression 
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We made was vivid and indelible, just as 
Se clear now as on the days when these 
Fo things occurred. My niece said to me 
3 that Dr. Elijah Baker,an old acquaint- 


oe ance, died at Canton, St. Lawrence 
Bg) county, N. Y., and that his funeral 
at sermon was preached by Rev. Mr. Pet- 
_-—sétybone, a Presbyterian clergyman, 
a whom I did not know. On reaching 
ER, Rutledge I found a Universalist news- 
: paper, in which was the report of the 
death. and the funeral of Dr. Baker, 
confirming in every particular what 
my niece had told me. In both cases 
my supernal visitors remained with 
me while traveling about a mile.” 
These are not miracles, but natural 
` results of the opening of the inner 
= vision, and of the power of spiritual 
_ beings to become visible under fit 
“conditions, and to rouse our torpid 
faculties to a sense of their nearness 
and intelligence that we may come to 
_ know ourselves better. 
_A woman eminent in worth as well 
as in position in Washington told me 
of going to a magnetic healer for 
` treatment, getting no lasting relief 
` from the ailment she hoped he might 
~ help, but being permanently and per- 
= fectly cured of deafness and pain in 
one ear. Was this from some mag- 
= netic virtue in the operator, or was he 
° so helped by some spirit in his heal- 
g? A rational study of psycholog- 
cal laws, healing gifts and spirit aid 
would give light on “faith cures” and 
yer cures,” and save a good deal 
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sheet so that the paper was four times 
around them; pasted them with gum 
and then called him. He sat by the 
table, laid his left hand on my folded 
paper, held a pencil over his paper in 
his right hand, and soon began to 
write rapidly, tossing his manuscript 

to me when ended. All the while I 

sat within six feet, and the papers I 

had folded were not out of my sight 

a moment; yet each question was an- 

swered in its fit order, one after the 

other, the replies clear and character- 
istic of the persons whose names were 
signed to them. I had addressed my 

queries as I would write a letter to a 

friend on earth. In one case a ques- 

tion to a woman was answered by 
another woman, 

At Moravia, New York, in the se- 
ance room of Mrs. Andrews, I saw a 
brother of my wife, who passed away 
years before, asked a stranger next 
me to describe the person just visible 
to us both, and she gave color and 
style of hair and beard, and cast of 
features exactly as I had seen them— 
proving it to be an objective reality 
and no subjective vision of my own 
dazed brain. 

Coming home from a visit at Grand 
Rapids, years ago, wife and myself 
stopped at Lyons. We spent an even- 
ing at the house of Dr. Jewett, and 
had some interesting experiments to 
test the fine psychometric powers of 
Mrs. Jewett. I stepped across the 
yard into the next house, opened our 
trunk, reached down into a corner 
and took out what I supposed was a 
piece of gypsum from the Grand Rap- 
ids plaster beds, wHich was wrapped 
in paper, as were several other speci- 
mens. Without unwrapping or telling 
what it was, it was handed to the psy- 
chometrist, who sat quietly and held 
it against her forehead, being awake 
and fully conscious. We expected her 
to describe the plaster beds, but she 
told of the slow formation of a sort 
of crystal, of rushing water, of the 
stone under the water—all to our sur- 
prise until I opened the specimen and 
found it a limestone geode—crystal- 
lized in the limestone bed from 
whence it was taken, which I took 
from our trunk by mistake. Psychom- 
etry—the finer inner sense—was right. 
and told its story against our expecta- 
tion. This was no chance hit, for 
other tests were equally good. The 
delicate influences of nature, and our 
own interior discernment, are very 
wonderful! 

At Onset campmeeting, I sat at 
table for several meals at the restau- 
rant opposite a gentleman who made 
intelligent inquiry as a  looker-on 
might. At last, as we happened to 

pass out together, he asked me to walk 
with him, turned into a path in a 
grove and told me he was the clergy- 
man of an orthodox parish in a large 
town, gave me his name, said he was 
out on his summer vacation, and had 
come there, unknown to any’ one, to 
study and observe the alleged facts 
of spirit-presence, in which he was 
deeply interested. He may never tell 
his parish of that visit, but they will 
wonder at a new warmth and light in 
his ministrations. 

Many such there are who think 
much, yet say little or nothing; some- 
times fearful and sometimes kept 
back by the poor folly and fraud they 
see among noisy and shallow Spirit- 
ualists. The timid are to be pitied. 
For: the folly or fraud that some 


make an excuse for keeping silent the 


more’s the pity that it exists; büt 
foolish and knavish professors are 
everywhere, and their abuse of a good 
thing is a very poor reason for not 
saying that the thing itself is good. 

The wide world is open to clergy 
and laity, to orthodox and heterodox, 
who can find a “better way” to inves- 
tigate the triiths of spirit-presence and 
be blessed by the divine philosophy to 


which they lead. Take our truth and 
fling away the rubbish. That truth 
you need. Studied in the light of such 


rational psychology as is only possi- 
ble with the Spiritual philosophy, and 
the facts which illuminate it, we see 
how open to Spiritual influences have 
been the great religious reformers of 
the past. With a brave heart true to 
the light within, light comes from thé 
spirit world, 


CHARLES WESLEY. 


was thé poet of early Methodism, as 
his brothér John was its preacher and 
apostle. An early life of Charles tells 
how he would leave the white horse 
he rode in his old age in front of his 
house and come in crying out, “Pen 
and ink! Pen and ink!” and with 
these would write out rapidly one of 
his hymns, and then salute those pres- 
ent and read what had come to him 
while thus possessed by his inspira- 
tion. 

His ministry was solemn, awaken- 
ing and tender. “When in health and 
under the influence of the spirit, as he 
often was, he was fluent and power- 
f'ul. If his thoughts did not flow free- 
ly he was very deliberate in the pul- 
pit, making long pauses as though 
waiting for the spirit’s influence.” His 
biographer tells us also that in such 
cases he usually preached with his 
eyes closed, fumbled with his hands 
about his breast, and his whole body 
was in motion—all in a manner quite 
like that of a medium when well or 
only imperfectlyinfluencedand helped. 
In his last hour all was peace. “With 
his hand lying in his daughter’s, the 
old saint passed home so gently that 
the watchers did not know when the 
spirit fled.” 

Afterwards it was found that at the 
same hour John Wesley was in Shrop- 
shire preaching with his usual spir- 
itual fervor to a great audience, and 
at the moment of his brother’s death 
he and his congregation were singing 
Charles Wesley’s hymn: 

“One army of the living God, 

To His command we bow; 


Part of His host have crossed the flood, 
And part are crossing now." 


GILES B. STEBBINS. 


NOVEL MAIL DELIVERY. 


In Geneva a novel system for deliv- 
ering letters in high apartment houses 
is to be tried, says Scientific American. 
On the ground floor is arranged a cab- 
inet having as many compartments 
and boxes as there are floors in the 
house. When a letter is deposited in 
any box, it makes a contact which 
rings a bell on the corresponding floor. 
The bell can only be stopped by the 
removal of the letter. The same cur- 
rent that rings the bell opens a valve 
connected with a water tank in the 
top of the house. Here are located 
eylinders attached by cords and pul- 
leys to the letter boxes, and so ar- 
ranged that when they are filled with 
water they will serve to haul up the 
letter box and its contents to the 
proper floor. When the box arrives 
the letter is automatically dumped 
into a stationary receptacle and 
at the same time the cylinder is dis- 
charged of its water. The letter box 
then descends to the lower flower, the 
bell stops ringing and it remains in 
position waiting for the next visit of 
the postman, 


A GHOST STORY. 


Death of the Dissipated Lord 

Lyttleton a Century Ago 

Lord Lyttleton, in the winter of the 
year of 1778, had retired from the 
metropolis, with a party of his dissi- 
pated companions, to profane the 
Christmas at his country house, Pit 
Place, near Epson, in Surrey, says 
London Household Words. They had 
not long abandoned themselves to the 
indulgence of their dissolute orgies, 
when a sudden and unexpected gloom 
was cast over the party by the extra- 
ordinary depression of spirits and de- 
jection of countenance whith Were ob- 
served tö tike Possession of their hogi. 
It was in vain thát he attempted to 
silence the inquiries of the guests on 
the subject of his dejection. They 
were convinced that he was ill, or had 
met with loss at play, or was crossed 
in love; and his denial of all these im- 
putations only excited a more eager 
curiosity to be informed of the origin 
of his depression. Thus urged, he at 
last determined to reveal the secret 
that so painfully distressed him. 

The night before, on his retiring to 
bed, after his servant was dismissed 
and his light extinguished,-he had 
heard a noise resembling the fluttering 
of a dove at his chamber window. 
This attracted his attention to the 
spot, when, looking In the direction of 
the sound, he saw the figure of an un- 
happy female, whom he had seduced 
and deserted, and who, when deserted, 
had put a violent end to her own ex- 
istence; she was standing in the aper- 
ture of the window from which the 
fluttering sound had proceeded. The 
form approached the foot of the bed— 
the room was supernaturally light, the 
objects of the chamber were dis- 
tinctly visible. Raising her hand and 
pointing to a dial which stood on the 
mantelpiece of the chimney, the fig- 
ure, with a severe solemnity of voice 
and manner, announced to the ap- 
palled and conscience-stricken man 
that at that very hour on the third day 
after the visitation his life and sins 
would be concluded, and nothing but 
their punishment remain, if he 
availed himself not of the warning to 
repentance which he had received. The 
eye of his lordship glanced on the 
dial, the hand was on the stroke of 12. 
Again the apartment was involved in 
total darkness, the warning spirit dis- 
appeared, and bore away at its depar- 
ture all the lightness of heart and 
buoyancy of spirit which had formerly 
distinguished the unhappy being to 
whom the tremendous summons had 
been delivered. 

On the succeeding day his lordship's 
guests, with the connivance of his at- 
tendants, had provided that the clocks 
throughout the house should be ad- 
vanced an hour, without the impos- 
ture’s being discovered. Ten o'clock 
struck—the nobleman was silent and 
depressed. Eleven struck—the depres- 
sion deepened, and now not even a 
smile indicated him to be conscious of 
the efforts of his associates, as they 
attempted to dispel his gtoom. 
Twelve struck. He returned to his 
chamber, convinced of his security, 
and believing that the hour of peril 
was now past. 

Lord Lyttleton’s guests remained to- 
gether to await the completion of the 
time so ominously designated by the 
vision. A quarter of an hour had 
elapsed—they heard the vatet descend 
from his master’s room; it was just 
12. His lordship’s bell now rang við- 


The 


lently; the company ran in a body to- 


the apartment; the clock struck 1 at 
their entrance, and the unhappy lord 
lay extended on the bed before them, 
pale and lifeless, and his counteranea 
terribly convulged.” 
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ABOUT A CARBUNCLE. 


T Say I have an obtrusive carbuncle on 
nose. I call in the Christian Scien- 
ist who administers “a high attentua- 
don of truth.” My belief in the car- 
macle disappears, and with it goes the 
uncle, too, so far as I am con- 
It may be that I look in the 
and perceive no carbuncle. The 
Scientist takes her fee and 
me. In comes my friend 
and greets me with, “Hullo! 
Man; you have got a nose on 
” or some such vulgar and in- 
neid remark. I endeavor to as- 
mre him that he is mistaken, and 
at the carbuncie is a creation of his 
ased imagination. But Jones and 
pn speedily turn up, and accost 
similar terms, until my mind 
pes impresed with an uneasy sus- 
Picion that all is not as it should be 
with my nose. The morbid delusion of 

my friends extends to me. 
f take up the glass again, and 
there, sure enough, is the carbuncle as 
ree i angry as ever. Under these 
mees, it seems a clear waste 
of money to pay a Christian Scientist 
to cure my carbuncle, unless the fee is 
E: "the treatment of the whole 
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THE LIGHT OF TRUTH. 
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dice, ete., and 
some physical ailment superinduced by 
intemperance or lust, and often to a 
still existing passion of that order. 
But melancholy, gloominess, doleful- 
ness or depression and despair point 
to some of the first named in conjunc- 
tion with the last as combination evils, 
or as having of both kinds. 

Virtues manifest in all kinds of 
weather; for the aim of man is to be- 
come positive to matter, and goodness 
or purity leads to it. The more vir- 
tues in opposition to his inherited or 
acquired vices, bad habits, etc. the 
higher he rises above meteorological 
influences, and thus begins his spir- 
itual career while still in the body; 
and sensitives are the first moving in 
that direction; for sensitiveness is the 
cue to a higher development, of 
which the wise take advantage, and 
the unwise fail to do—being all 
the better for the one and the 
worse for the other. Like medium- 
ship, it must be utilized for good pur- 
pose, or it is a dangerous toy to the 
possessor. And yet all must meet it, 
for it is the transition period of human 
life from the material to the spiritual; 
and all must suffer or enjoy it at one 
time or another nolens volens, and 
choose between pain and joy accord- 
ing to the life he leads. 


MRS. J. C. AYER. 


The cable dispatches recently an- 
nounced the death in Paris of Mrs. J. 
C. Ayer, widow of the famous patent- 
medicine manufacturer. She was the 
richest, best known woman in Paris, 
had the costliest diamonds, the larg- 
est number of gowns, the finest horses 
and carriages and spent more money 
than any woman in that city. Her 
wealth was estimated at over $15,000.- 
000, and she managed to spend every 
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woman and ímpervious to their blan- 
dishments. At one time it was report- 
ed that she was engaged to Don Car- 
los, the pretender to the Spanish 
throne. Mrs. Ayer was a genuine 
Yankee. She was born and bred in 
Lowell, Mass., and married Dr. Ayer 
while he was a drug clerk in that city. 
Dr. Ayer’s first medicine was the cough 
remedy made popular by him under 
the name of Cherry Pectoral, which 
proved so profitable that he aban- 
doned the general drug business and 
went to compounding patent medicines 
exclusively. Mrs. Ayer went to Paris 
because she could not secure the social 
position she sought in this country.— 
Ad Topics. 

Upon reading the above the natural 
inguiry will ‘force itself upon the 
mind, “What is the state of this wom- 
an in the spirit life?” From the many 
records furnished by spirits this an- 
swer is quite easily given. She will be 
a low spirit, who has lived upon the 
work and toil of others, and added lit- 
tle or nothing to the stock of good in 
this world by her own efforts. To 
those who understand the subject, it 
may be stated further, that to be en- 
abled to advance in the spirit life Mrs. 
Ayer will have to work out her own 
salvation, and that not through pleas- 
ant places. 

To lecturers on the Spiritual ros- 
trum the above recital of the life of 
a worldly woman will furnish the 
text for a hundred sermons. 

T. E. HANBURY. 


A CALL. 


All Spiritualists of Washingon are 
requested to meet in Tacoma, June 
22-23, to organize a state association, 
auxiliary to the N. S. A. Delegates 
will be entertained. Write for fur- 
ther information. 

FRANCIS A SHELDON. 

State Organizer, Chehalis, Wash. 
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What belongs 
we readily wel- 
come, but what belongs to the spirit- 
ual realm we shut out. It is the old 
battle: a repetition of the poisoning 
of Socrates, the crucifixion of Jesus, 
the burning of Bruno. Mediumship is 
the key that unlocks the world’s mys- 
teries. It is in vain we say that the 
prophets, seers and great teachers, be- 
longing to all religious systems, were 
but mediums, that every discovery in 
science has been revealed through a 
medium, that the world will take 
nothing of the personality of Jesus, 
and will wrangle for ages about him, 
till its eyes are opened to see that he 
Was simply a medium! The light of 
spiritual phenomena is now being 
flashed on the world; it will yet lift 
many from the mire of materialism, 
and free others from the effect of the 
opium of religious superstition IL 
will become one grand event in the 
world’s history, and will give an im- 
perishable lustre of glory to the nine- 
teenth century.— 

JAS. ROBERTSON. 


THE LAW OF RETRIBUTION. 


Few Spiritualists even understand 
fully the extent their present lives have 
to do with the future. Some reap the 
fruits of their sowing while yet in the 
flesh while others do not encounter re- 
sults till after the change called death. 
The law of retribution has to be fulfill- 
ed; each has to bear his own burdens 
and work out his own salvation. See 
to it that your deeds in life are such 
that you will not have to spend years 
undoing the past. Your own conscience 
is the God within, pointing out the 
right from the wrong. Do all the good 
you can for others; live upright, honor- 
able lives, and your future garments 
will be white as snow and your joys be 
those of the blest. Now is the time to 
weave the threads, so they shall be 
bright and fair—Philosophical Journal, 
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AFTERMATH. 


It has come and gone. Time’s plod 
in eager anticipation turned to winged 
Murcury in participation ard the jub- 
ilee has fled to “The Valhalla cloisters 
of the ever living years.” 
Now the query, Qui Bono? and it is 
answered by saying incalculable. The 
good and worth of the great conclave 
in point of Spiritual awakening are 
beyond our poor measure. 
From reports at hand the indications 
-are that the lack of funds caused ser- 
ious concern, and failure in a financial 
sense must be written of it, unless 
some generous donations were made at 
the eleventh hour. But what was lack- 
ing in this respect was more than 
made up in mental pabulum and true 
spiritual wealth. From this stand- 
point the jubilee at Rochester will go 
down in history as the greatest event 
in Spiritualism. 
There was a noticeable absence of 
acrid flings and vituperative inuendo 
in the press reports. Persons familiar 
with the early day Spiritualism in 
Rochester will appreciate this change 
for the better. If there were anything 
wanting to prove the oft repeated as- 
sertion that Spiritualism is steadily 
advancing in those channels which 
challenge the attention of the thinking, 
inquiring and hoping classes, this at- 
titude of the newspapers furnishes it. 
Again, we have to record the cosmo- 
politanism of our philosophy as re- 
gards adherents: From all over our 
own country there journeyed people or 
written greetings to the fair Flower 
City. Not only this, but representa- 
tives from many foreign countries 
were there, and letters were read bear- 
ing the names of renowned men in Eu- 
rope, Asia, Africa, Australia and the 
islands of the sea. Patriarchs and stu- 
dents were there and vied with each 
in giving forth some thing for the 
good of all. Compare such a gathering 
with the hunted and slandered Fox 
sisters 50 years ago in the same city. 
It is too early ‘to write a consensus 
of what has been accomplished by this 
jubilee. Perhaps it never will be writ- 
ten, but its spirit will reveal itself in 
the outworkings of the coming years. 
It is sufficient for the time to chroni- 
ele the immediate and great import- 
ance of the success achieved. No ac- 
cident intervened to jar, while smiling 
skies and the fragrance of a new sum- 
mer conspired to enhance the purpose 
and make beautiful the symposium. 
It now remains for the Spiritualists 
to apply the wisdom of the counsel of 
= which they have been participants. 
~ Could more and better have been done? 
_ Are there criticisms to offer and will 
` they be made? Yes to all this. But 
= mark! The most and the worst criti- 
ha. will come from those who have 
F- done the least to promote the jubilee. 

Øf such is the kingdom of Abriman, 
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stone leading up to him. He was and 
is as much a culmination as Aristotle 
or Plato or Swedenborg. He has not 
been duplicated and his works today 
cover everything that has been writ- 
ten in the field of Spiritualism, The- 
osophy, Christian Science or any 
other of the branches of the great tree 
of human mental development since 
his time. 

His works comprise twenty-nine 

volumes, and they ought to be studied 


by every man, woman and child now 
asking what Spiritualism in its 
monic and all- comprehensive philoso- 
phy really is. 

At this jubilee time it 
pertinent to refer lovingly and rever- 
ently to Andrew Jackson Davis, and 
to present his features to the new 
throng of readers and Spiritualists 
who have come into our work since 
he laid down his pen and closed up 
the great fount of his inspiration. 
This we do in the frontispiece accom- 
panying the present issue of Light of 
Truth. Mr. Davis is and has been for 
a number of years a resident of Bos- 
ton, where he has a large practice as 
physician to body and soul. He is 
now quite aged in body, although re- 
markably supple and .vigorous, and 
bids fair to live and bless mankind 
many years to come. 
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REV. DR. LYMAN ABBOTT. 


On the occasion of the recent tenth 
anniversary of his pastorate of Ply- 
mouth church, Dr. Abbott delivered a 
remarkable sermon, in the course nf 
which he made a comparison with his 
former position with reference to the 
Deity in the following simple way: 

“I once thought that there was a 
good God at the center of the universe, 
and that He dwelt on a white throne, 
surrounded by His angels, who were 
also his messengers; that from time to 
time He made worlds, and that in one 
of those times He made this world as 
an engineer makes an engine. As He 
made this world so He made the world 
of men and ruled them as a, king rules 
over men, establishing laws and pen- 
alty às a necessity. 

“I respect the old faith, though I, 
myself, hold it no more. I think not 
as one dwelling apart from Nature, 
but as one dwelling in Nature. There 
is but one force, and that force is 
God. I do not search the history of 
the past to find God, but I have learned 
to look for Him in every act of Nature 
to-day. A miracle is not a manifesta- 
tion of extraordinary, but of ordinary 


power. What makes a miracle is an 
unusual manifestation of ordinary 
forces.” 


A great block of building material, 
this. When eminent men in the ser- 
vice of the church give forth utterances 
of this kind, it is time for what are 
called “radical” thinkers to move on. 
Their position is being crowded and 
their voices are drowned in the clamor 
of a higher quest. 


There is no place like home, which 
accounts, we suppose, for so much 
preparation at this time of year, to get 
away from it. 


SPIRITUALISM ONE OF TWO 
THINGS. 
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these two postulates. If it is the 
mer, time, which adjusts all things, 
i determine its place and it will 
Í down; and with it will go every- 
thing which has ever been the ground 
hope, faith or belief in immortality. 
These when brought before the bar 
of intellect are all catalogued by the 
skeptic in that web of delusion which 
shines only to deceive. This is the 
ultimate fate of all theories regarding 


post existence unless palpable facts of 
contemporary occurrence accompany 
or underly them. 

Now claim that these facts are 
before the world. They have been 
demonstrated over and over again, yet 
the amazing thing is that their repu- 
diation and denial follow with those 
who believe in and hope for a future 
life. The religionist laughs at us when 
we tell him that his spirit friend stands 
by his urging him on in paths 
of usefulness, and the skeptic men- 
tally stigmatizes us a fool when we 
tell him the same thing. 

But the receptive mind listens. It is 
only to the receptive mind that truth 
appeals in any form. : Spiritualism, we 
afirm, is the mightiest truth of mod- 
ern times, and is destined in all man- 
kind to raise into the domain of prac- 
tical analysis based upon harmonious 
lines of thought, every faculty, every 
attribute and demonstrate universally 
a rational personal immortality. Spir- 
itualism in its objective or phenomenal 
and subjective or philosophical nature 
is truth, otherwise reason, analysis, ev- 
idence, observation, love, intellect and 
wisdom- must be sacrificed and man 
has no alternative save the promiseless 
dogmas of annihilation. 

Upon these affirmations we place the 
Spiritual philosophy and its attendant 
phenomena without fear of the world’s 
judgment ultimately upon it. 


we 
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THE MALE PREROGATIVE. 


One “of the first women employed 
by the government at Washington as 
a short-hand writer was Mrs. Isabel 
C. Barrows, wife of the congressman 
from Massachusetts, says The Wom- 
an’s Tribune. She was considered an 
expert, yet the head of her department 
advised her not to draw her pay in 
person, but to receive it by mail, and 
always sign her receipts “I. C. Bar- 
rows,” as her pay would probably be 
cut down as soon as it was known 
that she was a woman. The ruse suc- 
ceeded until she, in common with 
other employes, was called to take 
the “ironclad oath,” to the fact that 
she had never borne arms against the 
country and never would, when her 
sex was discovered and her salary im- 
mediately reduced. 

If Mrs. Barrows is a mother, or is 
ever likely to be, she will have borne 
something for the country of better 
calibre, let wus hope, than the men 
who framed the law by which her pay 
is reduced merely because she is a 
woman. Men who will do such things 
are a disgrace to motherhood and to 
the nation. 


A man who signs himself a “friend 
of the paper,” writes in to find fault 
because so much space is used for 
making pleas in behalf of support for 
the Light of Truth. Our thanks are 
extended to this critic; for we find on 
looking him up that he is a three 
months’ subscriber, six weeks in ar- 
rears. There are others. 


FROM AN OLD RECORD. 


“All flesh is not the same flesh; but 
there is one kind of flesh of men, an- 
other flesh of beasts, another of fishes, 

nd another of birds. There are also 
( lal bodies, and bodies terrestrial; 
but the glory of the celestial is one 
ind the glory of the terrestrial is an- 

ther. There is one glory of the sun, 
and another glory of.the moon, and 


another glory of the stars; for one star 


differeth from another in glory. So 
also is the resurrection of the dead. 
It is sown in corruption, it is raised 
in incorruption. It is sown in dis- 


honor, it is raised in glory; it is sown 
in weakness, it is raised in power; it 
is sown a natural body, it is raised a 
spiritual There is a natural 
body, and there is a spiritual body. 

And so it is written. The first man, 
Adam, was made a living soul; the last 
man, Adam, was made a quickening 
spirit. Howbeit that was not first 
which is spiritual, but that which Is 
natural, and afterward that which is 
spiritual. The first man is of the 
earth, earthy; the second man is the 
Lord from heaven. As is the earthy, 
such are they also that are earthy; and 
as is the heavenly, such are they also 
that are heavenly. And as we have 
borne the image of the earthy, we shall 
also bear the image of the heavenly. 

Now this I say, brethren, that flesh 
and blood can not inherit the kingdom 
of God: neither doth corruption in- 
herit corruption. Behold, I shew you 
a mystery: We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump; for the trumpet 
shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed. For this corruptible shall 
have put on incorruption, and this 
mortal shall have put on immortality; 
then shall be brought to pass the say- 
ing that is written: Death is swal- 
lowed up in victory. O, death, where 
is thy sting? O, grave, where is thy 
victory?” 

The above is Spiritualism. It was 
written by a man named Paul. We 
ran across it in an old book called the 
Bible, revered as the word of God by 
a large sect called Christians, hitherto 
and to some extent now addicted to 
the habit of calling Spiritualism all 
manner of bad names. Of course very 
few Christians will recognize this ex- 
tract and we reproduce it here with a 
view of jogging their understanding. 
We are profane enough to indulge in 
the opinion that this bit of ancient 
writing is very beautiful when properly 
understood, and to those who rely 
wholly on this old book for what hope 
they have of a hereafter, it ought to be 
very consoling. If our Christian 
friends who call us bad names would 
only read this book they would find 
considerable information in it. 


body. 


THE RECONCENTRADOS. 


The irony of destiny is to be seen in 
the fate of the Cuban reconcentrados. 
The war was precipitated in their be- 
half, and yet it has proved their de- 
struction, as they are nearly all dead 
from starvation and other forms of 
cruelty practiced upon them by their 
inhuman oppressors. The war hence- 
forth can have but one purpose, and 
that to drive out the survivors of this 
struggle for existence and let Cuba be- 
gin again with a new people and a bet- 
ter destiny. The insurgents now in 
the field will form the nucleus of the 
coming Cuba. 

It is costing the United States a mil- 
lion dollars a day to pronounce the 
last judgment and execution of out- 
raged humanity upon old Spain, but 
the honor of the name of such right- 
eous exccution is worth all it costs, 
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_ mer, let's show our samples. 


THE NUMBER OF SPIRITUALISTS 
IN THIS COUNTRY 


HOW TO FIND 


This could read L i 
Mall readers of this paper ' I nd 
m the names of th k i 
know positively to be Spirit ts in 
their city, town or villag 

If one postal card wil! not 
the Dames, send two. If it tak more 
than this, use a letter sheet i in- 
dose Ít In an envelope with a 2 
stamp on it. 

This is but a smal! sacrifice and may 
lead to much good. Begin a 
and we will publish the results 
Let those who receive a sample copy 
of this paper also be included in this 
gathering of statistics. 

Addresss Census Editor, Light of 
Truth, Columbus, O. 


FIRE FROM THE MOUNT. 


There is many a scintilating ray of 
divine truth and wisdom in Dr. Pee- 
bles’ article on “Our Materials for a 
Declaration of Principles,” to be found 
in another column. To those who are 
searching out the definition of Spirit- 
Ualism, what it means and what it 
does not mean, this bit of writing is 
heartily commended. There are whole 
sermons in every line of it and they 
are written in a spirit of jubilation 
that is infecting. Such sentiments are 
the clarion notes of the true prophet, 
a ring and fervor that carry weight 
and enforce conviction. Indeed it is 
time that Spiritualism took form other 
than the fiotsam and jetsam of the 
thought ocean. Creeds we don’t want 
and will not have, and it is the most 
arrant nonsense which prompts the 
opponents of the course outlined by 
Dr. Peebles and others to the effect 
that they are trying to bridle and sad- 
dle this great movement. It is simply 
a charge of treachery in another form, 
for they are supposed to be at work 
jeopardizing liberty of conscience and 
muzzling press and rostrum, building 
up oligarchies, popes and such stuff. 

All this is beside the point. The ad- 
yocates of declaration are as loyal to 
~ Spiritualism and are as wise and far- 
oy as their opponents. We think, 


ay Kantin of principles does not 
_ involve popery or oligarchism. We 
‘claim to have something that the world 
needs. In the parlance of the drum- 
At pres- 
ent we are displaying an assortment of 

psychical bric-a-brac not at all edify- 
ing, and the sooner something is set 

' forth commanding the world’s atten- 
: <a the better. 


YU 


The textile workers of New Bedford 


oe other towns of eastern Massachu- 


_ setts who have carried on a strike for 
the last four months have been com- 
pelled to surrender and have gone 
‘back into the mills at the ten per cent 

A foregone conclusion to 

every thinker who considered at all 


J ‘the implacable power they were ar- 


k 


_ rayed against. There is no hope for 
` labor organizations in this country so 


Se long” as capital is diffused amongst 
Pie various corporations, first antagoniz- 


mg and then combining with each 
m and having no settled rule of 
` agreement except the ay to crush 
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r detract 
The world wi 

remember what we say here, ł 

can never forget what they did here 

It is “for us, the living, 1! 

dedicated here to the unfir 


hed work 
that they who fought here have thus 
far so nobly advanced It is rather 


for us to be here dedicated to the 
great task remaining to us—that from 
these honored dead we take increased 
devotion to that cause for which they 
gave the last full measure of devotion; 
that we here highly resolve that these 
dead shall not have died in vain; that 
the nation, under God, shall have a 
new birth of freedom; and that 
government of the people, by the peo- 
ple, for the people, shall not perish 
from the earth. 


THE WAR. - 


Our war attitude is commended in 
general, as was to be expected. War 
is the court of last resort and is to 
be avoided if possible. We believe the 
day is soon to dawn which will see 
the last of war between civilized na- 
tions; not that the dreams of brother- 
hood and peace are to come true, but 
because it will be to the interests of 
nations to adjudicate their differences 
and quarrels in a more sensible man- 
ner. But in the present epoch of the 
world, ruled as it is by the religion 
of Bondsharkism, war is a necessity. 
It is the only way out and all the 
holy horror faces of the peacemakers 
are so much rot under the tread of the 
implacable hosts blood bent and de- 
termined to do or die. 

There is, however, an element in 
the present struggle rarely, if ever, 
before seen in a great war. This ele- 
ment must not be lost sight of. It Js 
the element of judgment upon a nation 
whose history is without a parallel in 
the annals of savagery and cruelty. 
The cup is filled and Uncle Sam has” 
been decreed by that destiny which 
shapes nation’s as well as men’s lives, 
to reach forth his strong right arm, 
shake the assassins from the American 
continent and make them pay for the 
job. 


The latest social fad is the “Don’t 
Worry Club.” It is not exactly allied 
to the pessimistic “What's the good of 
anything? Why nothing,” idea, but 
one must cultivate a smiling serenity. 
Husbands and fathers will find it 
specally exhilerating when they reach 
home tired and dusty and find the 
house supperless or dinnerless with 
the wife and mother at the “club.” 

ot 

Remember, the government pays its 
soldiers $13 a month for the privilege 
of being used as targets for disease, 
privation and the bullets of the Span- 
fards. There is a wide hiatus in this 
respect between tWe soldiers and the 
“government’s politicians, who receive 
from $20 to $400 a month for shooting 
_their mouths. 
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BREVITIES 


How about July? 
Tf you want to keep your friends 
keep your faith. 


Mr. Frank Walker, the 
Truth congratulates you 


Light of 


God reigns, and Mark Hanna still 
boards at the White House 


The music at the jubilee was a dis- 
tinctive and highly meritorious feat- 
ure. 


There are some things so thoroughly 
bad that only the great and consclen- 
tiously good dare to do them. 


B. Fay Mills has withdrawn from 
the presbytery at Albany, and has 
joined the Unitarians. A fall upward. 


Thomas Keene, about the only trag- 
edian left to the American stage has 
passed on. The decadence of Shakes- 
pearean drama is one of the anoma- 
lies of our civilization. 


We judge at this writing that some- 
thing is about to happen at Santiago 
de Cuba. While the Spaniards bottled 
up in that harbor are not directly re- 
sponsible, it is well enough to repeat 
once more: “Remember the Maine.” 


“Witch doctress fined. She bestowed 
$2 worth of occult art on a county 
medical society agent,” is the way 
the New York Sun under date of May 
26, '98, heads a piece of news. One 
would think the date ought to be May 
26, 1692. 


Honest skepticism is desirable and 
in some cases praiseworthy, but the 
man who wilfully refuses to investi- 
gate, the while decrying an alleged 
fact, is a criminal, and this crime the 
majority of mankind have always been 
guilty of. 


The reform forces of Ohio, except- 
ing the Socialists, got together in this 
city last week and consolidated under 
the name of “The Union Reform Par- 
ty,” and stand practically on one 
plank, viz.: the initiative and refer- 
endum. So far so good. 


Elsewhere will be found Wincoln’s 
Gettysburg oration. Tt is fitting at 
this memortal time of the year when 
flowers bedeck the graves of the na- 
tion’s dead, that this address be read 
and pondered. It has been pronounced 


by competent judges of oratory to be 
the grandest gem ever uttered fn the 


English language. 


A recent visit among some country 
people, Spiritualists, brought out the 
fact that they had no timé to read all 
of the papers lying abont. paid for 
There were various 
weekly and monthly reform publica- 
tions, and the tri-weekly editions of 


by subscription. 
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A CASE IN POINT. 
Editor Light of Truth: 
In last week's issue of the Light of 


Truth I read an article entitled “The 
Enemy at Home.” How about our 
“fair” city, with its hundreds of too 
proud to beg from door to door, too 
proud to have their names inscribed 
on the public poor record, too honest 
to steal, that are compelled to subsist 
on the off falls of convict tables, and 
were only too glad to walk three miles 
out and three miles back from Camp 
Bushnell to receive the stale bread left 
by our gallant boys in blue? 

Oh God, have mercy on Philadelphia, 
and may the angels soften the hearts 
of Columbus capitalists. F, 8. 8. 

Columbus, June 1, 1898. 


IN AND OUT OF THE BODY. 


Man is composed of body, soul and 
spirit. When he has no body he is 
composed of senses, soul and spirit. 
The senses are the tentacles of his 
soul, and control its expression for 
good or evil. The soul is the immor- 
tal part, the life principle, which is 
expressed both in the vegetable and 
animal kngdom. Man has physiologi- 
cally both a voluntary and an involun- 
tary muscular and nervous system. 
He has also an involuntary and a vol- 
untary nature. One is ruled by the 
organic involuntary or immortal soul, 
while the other is ruled by his vol- 
untary spirit, or free will; and in the 
progress and the development of man 
while on earth depends upon his keep- 
ing his physical and moral senses in 
an unperverted state; otherwise he 
will degenerate his free will or volun- 
tary spirit, and compel the involun- 
tary, for the time being, to express 
evil, evil being perverted good.—Mrs. 
C. L. Wallace. 


—You can have the pleasure of read- 
ing this paper regularly by subscribing 
for it. Don't depend on friends send- 
ing you sample copies. Make an ef- 
fort to do something for the cause that 
gave you the light of immortality. It 
will come easier the next time, and 
you will feel all the better for it. Love 
is a cure for all diseases, and penur- 
jiousness is nothing but a disease like 
indolence, which generosity alone can 
cure. 


THE USAS OF WOMAN'S BRAUTY—By 
Miles M. Dawson. Prices, 5 cents; 26, $1: 
60, $1.50; 100, $2.50. 
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A RELIC OF BARBARISM 


man L masi 


Capital Punishment Discussed F 
P the Standpolnt of a Hu 
x t manitarian 
J i A NEW EARTH WANTED 
l Believing there is but one contin 
gency wherein the sacrificing of a hu 
man life (towit, self-defense) is justi 
fiable I desire to present a few 
thoughts upon one of the most iniq 


ultous evils that diegraces the statutes 
of all but two of the states of this 
Union—capital punishment, and of ita 
twin sister, mob or lynch law. Not 
that I assume to be able to treat a sub- 
h ject of such transcendent Import as its 
merits demand, but to call attention 
to the continuance of this barbarous 


rus H practice, and the alarming Increase of 
sun mob or lynch law, and to arouse if 
ot h possible, at some course of action for 
BA the extinguishment of a law immoral 
Thy in ita tendencies and shocking and hor- 
de MP » rible in its execution. Orthodoxy, 
thi either in politics or religion, has no 
eve word of sympathy for a cause which 
ni š would abolish the Biblical command 
lu ( of an eye for eye or a tooth for a 
(28 tooth. “Neither is there found in the 
1 i records of the secular press any words 
tip of encouragement or sympathy for its 
ww overthrow; and but In rare cases any 

thie ` word of condemnation by the secular 
m. press of the growing frequency of mob 
murders. That capital punishment and 

rE mob or lynch law are synonymous and 
p. are relics of barbarism handed from 
t < an ignorant brutish bloodthirsty age. 
4 and is a spirit of revenge, inculcated 

r some thousands of years ago, and is no 

r ` more nor less than murder (as defined 


M by Webster, the premeditated killing 
of a fellow-human being), we all be- 

~ lieve. Therefore, the moral responsi- 
bility must rest upon the doers, 

> whether one, twenty or the state. 
K Through all the evolutions of the past 
Sa in the history of man’s advancement, 
from very low conditions to his pres- 
ent refined estate, no advance step is 
recorded in condemnation of or for 
the abolishment of this evil. That it 
is malice, or revenge, that perpetuates 
this practice is evidenced by the fact 
that when a murder has been commit- 
ted the almost universal demand is to 
hang the culprit. The cry of the mob 
is to lynch him, But through 
the law’s delay time passes, and tho 
eriminal, not being brought to a 
speedy trial, and this feeling of dire 
vengeance having cooled, a very gen- 
eral feeling of leniency obtains, when a 
sentence to life imprisonment would 
be accepted by people, who at the date 
ie > of the commission of the crime were 
= clamoring for the man’s life. But 
= what can be the purpose of the advo- 
ates of the continuance of this 
Bar practice as the law of the 
land? If intended as a punishment to 
R. the criminal, why should the law- 
Ü makers be seeking out methods for 
= producing painless deaths (as per the 
š lectrocution law of New York). 
Vould it not be better to make the 
xecution as painful and revolting os 
sible, thereby deterring others 
ough fear of the terrible conse- 
- quences that would be sure to follow? 
<: ut this would be (as it should be) 
4 even by 
dvocates of capital punishment. 
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THE LIGHT OF TRUTH. 


re fa that the law-ma wer 
R ` . ar T 4 ü - 
1 gas < K 1 

I Á K í f k 

i P # 1 A 
T: è b ` "d l d v 
hz à t ` < ú too 
reat > r te f th 
l t T R ` 
R — tal I inia? 
form l apital crin 
Inal p rds f +) several atat h 
this Natlon. where the experlment ⁄ 
the abolishment of the law has |! 


tried. show only the reverse The 


state of Michigan is shown by the 
criminal statistic of that comm 

wealth to have a less percentage of 
the crime of murder than any atate tn 
this Union of corresponding popula 
tion where capital punishment is the 
law. In the state of Minnesota the 
records of crimes show greater per- 
centage of the crime of murders than 
when the law did not obtain. Why, 
then, continue the practice of legal 
murder, as the law, for virtually there 
is no distinction, whether the inten- 


tional killing be by one, by one hun- 


dred, or by the state, it is morally 
murder. The claim by the advocates 
of capital punishment that the safety 


of the people demands the execution of 
the murderer, that he should be placed 
beyond the power of committing 
further crime, is without force, for life 
imprisonment is- as surely effective. 
The objection most frequently urged to 
life imprisonment is the liability of a 
pardon which would again set the 
criminal loose to prey upon his fel- 
lows. In point of fact this Is strong 
evidence in favor of the abolishment, 
as showing most conclusively that 
when time cools the mob spirit, of a 
life, for a life, life prisoners are not 
unfrequently pardoned. At the date of 
the conviction of the Younger broth- 
ers some twenty odd years ago for 
murder at Northfield, Minn., (and now 
serving life sentences in the peniten- 
tlary,) there were very few people tn 
the state of Minnesota but would 
have been pleased to see them hanged, 
but where are the persons of to-day 
that would wish to have those men 
put to death? Few indeed, if any. So 
were the trials of all, charged with 
murder, put over for a term of 
years previous to being brought to 
trial, doubtless few would suffer the 
death penalty. The objection to many, 
of life imprisonment, a fear of par- 
don—is not well taken, as amendments 
to the constitutions of the several 
states, taking from the governors the 
pardoning power of life prisoners, 
would offectually dispose of the argu- 
ment, There is not, nor can there be 
one sound argument framed in favor 
of the continuance of this barbarous 
law. Where do we get the authority 
to put out the life of a fellow human 
being? The advocates of tho law 
point in triumph to the Bible, wherein 
it is sald, that whosoever sheds man’s 
blood, by man shall his blood be shed. 
In answer to this it is only necessary 
to say there were many things prac- 
ticed anciently sanctioned by the 
Bible, which in this age are prohibited 
by law, under severe penalties; and 
then the criminal practice of the at- 
tending priest of instructing the con- 
demned criminal (who is steeped in 
crime) during the few weeks allotted 
him, while awaiting execution, that 
he will find awaiting him as he swings 
from the gallows a legion of angels, to 
escort him up to the pearly gates of 
paradise, ts absolutely wicked and mis- 
leading, the tendency of which is im- 
moral and to a feeling of license to go 


wrong, believing that all that is re- 


quired to insure full and free pardon 
at the last moment of his life of 
crime, is to accept certain dogmas un- 
der and through the instructions of 
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ind vindictiver h perverted 
nature he returns to earth and the 
haunts of his former vices and brings 
to bear upon such as are susceptible to 


hypnotic influences his desire for ven 
geance in the committal of further 
crime upon the people of earth; then 
may be indulged a hope that political 
parties and orthodox religious denom 


inatlions may view the murdering of 


oth 
they 


whether legally or 
worst possible use 
Spiritualists do you de 
this gigantic, 
inhuman national disgrace and wrong? 
Do we believe capital punishment to 
be of heathen origin, originating in 
the ignorant past when the tenure of a 
human life held 
count in the balance? If as is claimed 
Spiritualists are reformers, and that 
we hold this law of an eye for an eye 
to be a giant evil, we not then a 
solemn duty resting upon us as a 
and are we not responsible for 
its maintenance in the laws of our 
country? To the extent that we are 
putting forth no effort for its over- 
throw we must be held responsible. 
Where is to be found the remedy for 
the correction and reformation of this 
terrible wrong upon humanity? 
tainly not in the orthodox churches, 
for they the bulwark of its de- 
fense. Were the churches desirous of 
its extinguishment, a single year 
would wipe it from the face of the 
earth. They are never known to lead 
in any general reform, always in the 
rear until public sentiment moves in 
unmistakable directions, and as public 
sentiment (which is as often wrong as 
right) does not favor repeal of the law, 
or is indifferent regarding it, no aid 
can be expected from that source (the 


human beings 
the 
put to, 
abolishment of 


erwise as 
can be 
sire the 
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have 


class? 


Cer- 


churches). Where is the force to be 
found that can apply the remedy? 
Spiritualists, the responsibility rests 


with you, it is resting upon you as a 
class, for the simple reason that you 
are the only people who look upon it 
as a horrible, damnable wrong, and 
that the remedy is within your reach 
if you will be consistent in the adop- 
tion of ways and means. If tho 
numerical strength of the Spiritualists 
is what is claimed, they have nearly 
one-fourth the voting strength of the 
United States. Does any one doubt 
that were this power properly applied, 
the repeal of the law of capital pun- 
ishment would be an accomplished 
fact? By what method can this much 
desired result be reached? Through 
the ballot, by union of action of Spir- 
itualists, for in union there is strength, 
and this can only be accomplished 
through general organization, nation- 
al, state and local, in order that con- 
cert of action, politically, can be in- 
telligently adopted to secure the end 
sought. A Spiritualist political party 
is not suggested, but with all Spir- 
itualists enrolled in organized societies 
in every community where legislators 
were to be elected, they would hold 
the balance of power politically, and 
by interrogating carfflidates could se- 
cure men that would favor the reforms 
Spiritualists so much desire. But in 
considering the past in Spiritualistic 
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Spiritualist 
closing would 
call attention to twin sister and hand 
maiden of capital punishment mob 
or lynch law That it is becoming 
fearfully frequent must be evident to 
all who abreast of the thmea 
This is the crying evils that 
meet us almost daily. No man's life 
secure. A report in a dally 
paper that a crime has been commit- 
ted, a murder, an assault, perhaps upon 
a lady and not unfrequently a robbery, 
when some party (no better than he 
should be) puts the rumor upon its 
travels that this one, that or the other, 
is suspected, is sufficient to string up 
to the first tree at hand the suspect 
and riddle him with bullets, and little 
or no effort by the authorities to bring 
the murderers to justice, Has not the 
time arrived for the adoption of meas- 
ures for the suppression of these ter- 
rible outrages? The question may 
how and by what method is It to 
be accomplished? By punishing the 
leaders, (In the language of a noted 
personage: “Let no guilty man ¢f- 
cape.’’) Let the state put detectives 
upon their track, with sufficient re 
ward to make success sure, then a life 
sentence to prison. This course pur- 
sued relentlessly would soon teach 
these mob murderers that they could 
not imbrue their hands in the blood of 
their fellows with impunity. Through 
what process can this desired result 
be realized; through intelligent politi- 
cal action by Spiritualists, and this 
can only be realized by broadcast or- 
ganization through the length and 
breadth of our country, and then aet, 
act in concert, and join hand in hand 
in putting the Light of Truth Into the 
hands of every voter in the land. 
Were Spiritualists generally to sube- 
seribe for one or more of the Spirit- 
ual press there would be hope of their 
being educated to realize the great 
advantage to the cause bye wide- 
spread organization and union in 
action. But so little interest seems 
manifest by the rank and file in sup- 
porting the Spiritual press that the 
hope for better conditions In the future 
is a forlorn one, 
M 
Minn. 
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WHO ARE THESÐ SPIRITUALISTS —A 


pamphlet of testimonlals relative to Spir- 


{tualism, 15c. 
IMMORTALITY OUR EMPLOYMENT 
HERHAFTER- What the Spirits say of 


the other life, 
Oloth, $1. 
JOURNDYS AROUND THH 
WORLD—Dr. Peebles’ latest work, What 
he reports of Spiritualism In varloug 
countries, A large volume. Only $1.50; 
postage, 25c, 
For sale at this office. 
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PSYCHIC PROBLEMS — By Lillan Whit- 
Ing. 
Jects compatible with the phllosophy of 


A serles of Spiritual essays on sub- 


life. Price 10 cents; 25, $1.75; 50, 22.60: 


100, $5, 
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| x emurvatssn VS. ECCLESIASTIC- 
ISM. 

At the recent atintial meeting of the 

Connecticut State Spiritualist associa- 

I "tion held at Hartford, the president, 

George W. Burnham, of Willimantic, 

I | made an address, of which the follow- 


x 


ng is a summary: 
' There would be no religion without 
lan entertained idea of immortality or 
b á continuity of life. All religions have 
» been the outgrowth of a proposition or 
a all religions outside the 
I > ' may be classed as Christian 
> GF Catholic and Protestant except Uni- 
_ versalist, Unitarians and Spiritualists 
all of these draw more or lets of 
faith, belief and inspiration from 
Hebrew scriptures and most of 
deny that inspiration comes from 
st ‘any other source. These is also a class 
$ of so-called Agnostics that concede 
) nothing and will know nothing except 
’ mathematically shown. They claim to 
have a hope of individual personality 
"i a higher life but without any evi- 
_ dence of it. 
LA Tell me who can what positive evi- 
usq is here except that those who 
been known here and put off the 
` physical body and afterwards mani- 
sn themselves to those who pre- 
viously knew them? 
he announcement by Jesus to the 
enitent thief on the cross, that this 
Ki thou shalt be with me in Paradise 
‘the Scripture that reads—Though 
your sins be as scarlet they shall be 
‘wool and though they be like 
son shall be made as white as 
‘are dangerous doctrines of in- 
on because very misleading. 
fomising forgiveness tempts men 
k that they can escape punish- 
3 so they sin more. Teaching 
e punishment for every sin 
“men moral, healthy, wise. Pun- 
ts are enforcements and pre- 
88, 50 sins ought not to be for- 
` Hach cause of evil discovered 
@ new moral law. Thus the 
‘codes are ever improving.” 
o man can believe only as he is 
elled to by his convictions. To 
‘does believe when he does not is 
tical and cowardly and to be a 
yer in condemnation through 
by the God the Christian wor- 
The vicarious atonement, i 
tute a righteous person to bear 
s and penalities of a guilty per- 
the case of the crucifixion of 
to bear the sins of the 
d is unreasonable. 
who baptised Jesus had 
His Messiahship, why did he 
is disciples to inquire of him if 
Teally the Messiah, or shall we 
another? Or when Jesus 
His disciples “of whom do 
ay that I the son of man am?” 
Moses, some say Elias, 
Jeremias or one of the 
Then turning to Peter 
“Whom do you say that I 
ter says, “Thou art the 
Son of the living God.” 
unto him “Flesh and blood 
t revealed it unto you, but my 
is in Heaven.” Upon 
I build my church. Re- 
t this same Peter was the 
denied his Lord and Mas- 
ious to His being placed 
Should we expect 
ased would rest the case 
ony as ample proof of 
Messiahship, sonship or 
. Two cases of lost confi- 
us away with such non- 
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see from these quotations 

est friends and Apostles 
is about His Messiah- 
is divinity. This whole 
ag Christianity is a 
= forgiveness to 
from the pen- 
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THE LIGHT OF TRUTH. 


alty of the law which is written in 
every conscience 


The proposition to be saved through 
the blood of Jesus Christ for without 


the shedding of blood there is no re- 
mission of sins is anomolotis and pre- 
Ae tape ae not surprising in popular 
theology. > should stultify ourselves 


to claim to perms God through the 
sufferings of another for the remission 
of our sins; it would not be just. 

If the popular religion existing to- 
day be true the great majority of the 
human family of the past and the 
present are doomed to eternal torment. 
The little boy of five years was chided 
by his mother that he must not tell a 
lie, if He did, he would not go to 
heaven. Did papa ever tell a lie? he 
asked. Well, hesitated the mother 
who did not like to make too sweep- 
ing a statement, I don’t think he ever 
did tell many. Did you ever tell a lie, 
mamma? persisted the embryonic 
cross-examiner. Perhaps I have be- 
fore I knew what a sin it was, was the 
cautious reply. Did Aunt Mary ever tell 
a lie? was the next query. The mother 
becoming somewhat restive under the 
fire of questions, said she thought Aunt 
Mary never intended to lie, she knew 
it=was a great sin. Well, I don’t 
think I want to go to heaven was the 
next remark of the hopeful. There is 
nobody there but God and George 
Washington. 

If we are governed by the highest 
moral conditions of life, we shall be in 
heaven while here or hereafter. There 
will be no parapet walls for saints to 
look with pleasure upon their friends 
in a bottomless pit of despair, but 
through the laws of progress and 
growth, all will reach a fruition of 
adaptation. The saving process will 
thus be attained without limit for per- 
fection. The well developed sensi- 


. tive through psychic law becomes cog- 


nizant of the occult conditions that 
physical senses do not comprehend. 
Thus those who ask why their friends 
do-not manifest themselves to them 
may see through this logic the want 
which may be latent in themselves 
which must be little longer grown. 
The doctrine of forgiveness as 
preached and understood by the popu- 
lar church is a damage to morality and 
leads to a hypocritical life and its ef- 
fect is almost a bid for crime. If per- 
sons can sin and then accept the Lord 
Jesus Christ as their Savior even 
through penitence and enter heaven at 
death, it is quite too easy to be bene- 
ficial and corrupts the morals of so- 
ciety. 

It is amusing to hear clergymen and 
others flippantly talking about God 
and at the same time jeering because 
others are speaking of spirits. While 
God is said to be a spirit, how can we 
know more of God as a spirit than of 
man as such, Because we see nature 
in its different aspects and are obliged 
to confess that it is beyond the capac- 
ity of man to produce it, does it follow 
that our convictions are correct eon- 
cerning Him to be the Creator and 
may not nature itself be the Alpha and 
Omega of the great cosmos? 

While we view God as a spirit we 
know nothing of His likeness except 
we find it in man therefore we assum? 
that we have a better basis to prove a 
man’s spirit than we have to prove an 
existence of a God. Our conceptions 
of a god can be no-higher than a per- 
personality whether it be ever so small 
or ever so great. No man has ever 
seen God, and knows nothing of His 
appearance, personal or impersonal, 
but weseeour friends here face to face, 
and if they manifest themselves after 
leaving this earthly body and exhibit 
their counterpart in spirit we have a 
basis for this evidence that our 
friends do live while we cannot say 
that a God in any conceived form has 
an existence, 


In closing would say we invite crit- 
icism and investigation. We challenge 
the world in debate for the maintain 
philosophy We do not 
claim to have reached the acme in the 


ance of our 


science of life, our 
position. We would shed our light to 
the world because of its truth and ben 
efit it brings to the bereaved and 
mourning. Our faith is builded by 
living testimony not ignoring the past 
that corroborates it and for this we 
ask a hearing not for proselyting but 
for the good of humanity. 


but are happy in 


MIND—ANOTHER VERSION. 


In your issue of May 14th J. W. Den- 
nis quotes L. Emerick as asking in a 
former issue, “What is mind, and says 
he took two columns of your journal 
to explain, and thinks he could do it 
with less words, and proceeds as fol- 
lows: “Mind is the product of the one 
mind of the universe acting on the 
sensitive brain and nerve force of 
man, etc.; or, mind is the expulsion 
of the great eternal mind, through the 
brain or sensitive portions of man, 
etc.; or, man’s brain and nerve system 
is a ‘harp of a thousand strings’ and 
is played or used by the great over- 
soul—the result, earthly mind as we 
find it. 

He forgets to tell us what “the one 
mind of the universe” is, or “the great 
eternal mind,” or “the great over- 
soul,” which leaves the subject in quite 
as much a mystery as before, and 
seems to be an explanation that does 
not explain. I do not believe that the 
average individual is capable of com- 
prehending in the least degree the 
meaning of these terms, and I think 
in any attempt to give an intelligent 
explanation of them or their manner 
of action on the physical brain one 
would be quite overwhelmed with the 
magnitude of the task. 

In the foregoing “explanation” the 
fact of individualized spirit existence 
is entirely ignored. 

Mind is thought or intelligence, or 
the essence of thought. The physical 
brain is no more capable of originat- 
ing or eliminating thought than is the 
hand or any of the other organs of the 
physical system. 


They are all, flesh, adapted to per- 
form their physical functions and no 
mystery attends their construction and 
adaptation to the physical needs of 
the system than is found in the flower 
by the wayside. But thought is no 
more an attribute of the one than the 
other. The brain, like the electric 
wire, to touch which is instant death, 
is only the instrument of the invisible 
potency that lies behind, which is the 
real source of intelligence in one and 
of power in the other. 

Spiritualists know that mind or 
thought does not depend on a physical 
brain for origination or expression. 
The “independent voice’ and many 
other forms of spirit phenomena dem- 
onstrate the fact of spirit ability to 
thought independent or the physical 
brain. GEO. W. ARNOLD. 

Holley, N. Y. ‘ 


A POOKET DETECTIVE, 


The Psychometric Dictionary teaches the 
art of reading character or the thoughts, 
intents and purposes of those around you 
by the influences perceived when thinking 
of them, or upon meeting or receiving let- 
ters or other articles from them. 

The sclence of psychometry is so simpli- 
fled that every one, without exception, can 
master some of the problems, and be the 
gainer by It. 

Try one and be convinced. It Is the 
coming gift, and “he who does not under- 
stand it will be Ignorant of his own powers 


and imposed upon accordingly. For sale 
here. Price, 25 cents. 
WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 


GODS—By B. F. Underwood. 10 cents. 
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Light of Truth 
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4 Marriage Supper 
of The Lamb, 
Ky B. F. FRENCH, 


For SIX MONTHS to any Address in 
the United States, Canada and Mexico 
Send in your Subscriptions now 
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ADDRESS 
Light of Truth Publishing Co., 
COLUMBUS, OHO. 
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VITAPATHY, 
The New Superior System of Health Practice, 
that cleanses. vitalizes, and cures when all else 


fails. Physicians soon learn Ít, Books, Patents, 
Baths, Batteries, College Instruction and Dipleme 
all included. Address Pror, Joun BURYAN 


CAMPBELL, M. D., V. D., President American 
Health C Jollege, Fairmount, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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MURAT HALSTEAD'S GREAT WAR BOOK, O 


dont Armies, navies 
coast defences, Maine D fan ter, Cuba, Our We ir 0 
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ter. Magnificent colored illustrations, Agen ts 

(OO making $10 to $39perday. No experience necessary, 
Most liberal terms guaranteed, 20 days’ ik, 
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DR. J. SWANSON 


PSYCOPATHIST, 


And his Spirit Band treat all disesses—physica! 
and mental—at any distance without medicine; 
also raat he Healers, Testimonials from all 
over the United States, J.C. F. Grumbine and 
Willard J, Hull recommend him. Send stamp 
forpa “a te terms, eto, 

linton Ave., Minneapolis. Minn, 


Dr. Max Muehlenbruch 


MEDICAL 
CLAIRVOYANT, 
OLLEAHAOUd 


HEGBALIST and PSYCHOMETRIST. 


Diagnosis of Disease by leck of hair, (NO SYMP- 
TOMS REQUIRED), 5 2-cent stamps. 
Rock from Mines read ge Oty r $2.00. 
FULL LIFE READING. by mail $2.0 
P. 0. Box 118 OAKLAND, CAL, 


Spiritual Scraps. 


parl OF TRUTH LIBBABY NO, 1 


An Illustrated wing el Experiences by te 
EMINENT SCIENTISTS 
Europe and Americs, also Matters Pertaining 


"° SPIRITUAL SCIENCE, 


Question and Answers, etc, 


Price, 25 cts, Postage paid 
For sa's at this ofica 


B. F. POOLE, Clinton, Iowa: 

Dear Sir:—Find enclosed one dollar, send F'- 
ixer of Life I have received so much benefit 
from the use of your remedies that I cannot feel 
safe to be withoutthem Very Respectfully, 

Mrs T. Y. C) ype, Eureks, Cal, 


DO YOU WANT HFALTH ? 
Send for FI xerof Lifa No 1, thie is the best 
remedy known for the stomach. liver. bowels and 
entire system. l will «end one sample (only) to 
each parron, post pa d for l0cts This triel pack- 

age is sufti ient for7 days. 
B. F POOLF, Clinton, Lowa. 


LADIES Monthly Regnlator, Never fails 
Sond 4cts for WOMAN'S RAFE GUARE 


Wilcox Med. Co., Dept. 132, Philadelphia, Pa, 
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NEWS ITEMS. 


The Indlana camp opens July 21. 

New Era camp convenes from July 
2 to 35. 

W. F. Peck is in St. Louis 
month's rest. 

Dr. Swartz, of Chicago, is lecturing 
In Seattle, Wash. 

The dates of the Cassadaga June pic- 
nic are 17, 18 and 19. 

Dr. E. A. Smith was the orator of 
Memorial day at Brandon, Vt. 

Mrs. S. A. Walters has been lectur- 
ing in Battle Creek, Mich. 


Syracuse, N. Y., Spiritualists hold an 
annual meeting on the 26th inst. 


TÍ First society, of Hanson, Mass., 
will have C. Fannie Allyn on the 19th. 


E. A. Blackden is a new magnetic 
healer announced on the spiritual bul- 
letin. 

George W. Walrond has resumed his 
Sunday evening meetings at Denver, 
Colo. 

During the next three months Frank 
Ripley’s address will be box 331, Ox- 
ford, O. 

Lewiston, Me., was recently regaled 
with a lecture from Mrs. Nettie Holt- 
Harding. 

Dr. M. A. Pottinger is looming up as 
an effective magnetic healer in San 
Francisco. 

C. E. Heywood, of San Francisco, an- 
nounces himself as a telegraphic rap- 
ping medium. 

William Franks is a new test medium 
in New York city knocking at the door 
of the spiritual temple. 

Onset opens camp July 3 and contin- 
ues till September 4. This is the most 
popular camp-meeting in Massachu- 
setts. 

Mrs, Ada Foye is still giving tests in 
Seattle, Wash., every Sunday evening. 
Mrs. Esther Thomas lectures in con- 
nection with her. 

Mary Gould Hubbs is a new lumin- 
ary on the spiritual horizon, recently 
speaking in Milwaukee on the oneness 
of Jesus Chirst and Spiritualism. 


The News, of Morrisville, Vt., re- 
ports that Mrs. Holt, a Spiritualist 
from Montpelier, preached an able ser- 
mon at the Universalist church Sun- 
day. 

Honest work and uprightness of 
character will admit all who crave ad- 
mittance into the spiritual temples. It 
is the test needed to make a medium’s 
test acceptable. 

A correspondent from Baltimore 
writes that an old fake medium—pre- 
sumably an Australian—is there un- 
der ah assumed name—a Roland with- 
out an Oliver. 

The First Spiritualist society of New 
York, meets at the Tuxedo, 637 Madi- 
son avenue, corner 59th street, Sundays 
at 3 and 8 p. m. Dr. G. C. B. Ewell, 
gpeaker and test medium. 

John Lyons, aged 15, son of the sup- 
ervisor of weights and measures of St. 
Louis, Mo., passed to the beyond on 
the 15th ult., Dr. G. E. Whittlesey of- 
ficlating at the funeral obsequies. 


It will pay you before you make up 
your mind to come to write to G. F. 
Ottmar, Riley, Mich., for a Haslett 


for a 


< 
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hereafter His address is 454 Caylor 
avenu 

Cortland Ball of Indianapolis writes 
that Mrs. M. C. Jacob is obtaining in 
depend _ in full daylight. S 
h 88 8 é ry Wednesday from 
2to4p it her residet 613 North 
Not street 

The regular services of the First 
Spiritual church of Indianapolis have 
been discontinued for the summer 


They will re-open September 4 with 


J. C. F. Grumbine. The Lyceum will 
meet as usual—2:30 p. m., Sundays. 
Mrs. L. N. Claman ° has opened a 


Spiritual school at 309 East Eleventh 
street, Kansas City, Mo. She also de 
livers illustrated lectures to interested 
audiences and conducts the Lyceum 
Sunday mornings. She is a busy 
woman. 

We mention the names of new ap- 
plicants for Spiritpalists' patronage in 
these columns as an introduction, and 
that our readers may be posted, should 
we have anything further to say con- 
cerning them, whether to warn or to 
commend. 


The Cambridge mass industrial so- 
ciety of Spiritualists had a red, white 
and blue supper in Cambridge lower 
hall recently. The evening's program 
included an address by Mrs. N. J. Wil- 
lis, reading by Miss Etta Willis, solo by 
Miss E. F. Burnett, piano solo by Miss 
Came. 


Mrs. Eva Pfuntner delivered a Me- 
morial address to the G. A. R. in the 
Spiritual temple at Anderson, Ind., 
Sunday, May 29. The temple was 
packed and over 200 were turned away. 
unable to gain admission. The address 
was eloquent, patriotic and inspiring. 
—Corr. 

Charles P. Cocks, of Brooklyn, writes 
that the mediumship of W. W. Tatum, 
in his opinion, has been overestimated 
by a recent correspondent in thesecol- 
umns. While he does not question the 
sincerity of the writer he would not 
have him mislead the public unwit- 
tingly. 

H. E. Snell, secretafy, writes: “At 
a fair held in Plymouth, Mass., re- 
cently, in the interest of the Sewing 
circle, Mrs. A. L. Pennell gave tests, 
as well as her services gratis at the 
following Sunday meeting. Next Sun- 
day Mrs. N. H. Harding lectures, and 
on the 19th Mrs. Kate Stiles.” 


Della B. Platt of 205 Champion 
street, Battle Creek, Mich., writes: 
Mrs. Sarah A. Walters, from Auburn, 
N. Y., gave a very fine and instructive 
lecture in Royal Templar hall, Sunday 
afternoon, May 15. She came to us a 
stranger, but after hearing her lecture 
we can bespeak her a cordial welcome 
in any liberal society. 


At Tacoma Wash., it was decided to 
hold a state convention on June 22 and 
23. A committee was also appointed to 
make a house to house canvass for the 
purpose of interesting all Spiritualists 
in the city in this work. This commit- 
tee is composed of: G. W. Day, chair- 
man; Mrs. Knowland, Mrs. C. P. Cham- 
berlin, Mrs. Nagle, Peter Anderson. 


The Spiritualist association of Ver- 
mont will hold a convention in Stowe 
June 17, 18 and 19. In connection with 
the Vermont speakers the managers 
have secured F. A. Wiggin. Mrs. Helen 
P. Ressague, an able speaker and fine 
psychometrist, will also be present. 
The electric cars will make it a con- 
venient point to reach and a full at- 
tendance is expected. 

A correspondent from England 
writes: “Dr. Allan Fisher continues 


his marvellous free healings in Eng- 
land. He is a hard worker and never 
happier than when doing good. He in- 
tends visiting the states, and would 
like to hear from a true Spiritualist 
able to pilot him around the country 


on a healing tour Letters may be 

sent to tl Schlatter of England, to 
N V` 1 England Phew! 

Q n City I l imp Burling 

í Vt, opens July 24 and closes Aug 

Ñ rh yenkers and mediums en 

raged are E. W. Emerson, H. D. Bar- 

O. A. Edgerly, F. A. Wiggin, Mrs. 

S. A. Byrnes, A. E. Stanley, Mrs. 8. A 


Wiley, J. C. Wright, Mrs. A. W. Cros- 
sett, Mrs. Russegue, Mrs. A. F. Hub 
bard, Mrs. Emma Paul Mrs. Tillle 
Reynolds, Mrs. M. Baker, Mrs. Hand, 
Lucius Colburn, Rev. B. Fay Mills. 
The fifth annual camp of the Cen 
tral Iowa Spiritualists’ association 
will be held at Marshalltown, Iowa, on 
the same grounds as last year, com- 
mencing Sunday, Aug. 28, and closing 
Sunday, Sept. 18. A number of good 
mediums are expected. Circulars will 
be ready about Aug. 1. Those desiring 
further information will receive same 
by addressing Miss Pearle Beeson, 
Corresponding Secretary, Albion, Ta. 


At the annual meeting of the “Con- 
tral Spiritual Union,” held at Occult 
hall, Detroit, Mich., the following per- 
sons were elected as officers for the 
ensuing year: Dr. C. W. Burrows, 
president; Miss Margaret Kinman, sec- 
retary and treasurer; C. C. B. Jackson, 
Mary E. Jenkins and Prof. Carl Leifert, 
trustees. Dr. Burrows was the unani- 
mous choice as pastor in charge. This 
society, now ending its second year, 
is in a prosperous condition and doing 
a good work. 


The Spiritualists of Plymouth, Mass., 
held their annual fair recently. The 
booths were arranged around the sides 
of the hall and were attractive and well 
filled with articles. The tables were 
in charge of the following ladies: 
Fancy table, Mrs. Charlotte Winsor and 
Mrs. Sarah Hunroe; apron table, Mrs. 
Sarah J. Purrington; ice cream, Mrs. 
Sarah Collins and Mrs. Nancy Thomas. 
There was a musical and literary en- 
tertainment as follows: Music by an 
orchestra, reading by Mrs. Lyle, trio 
by Mrs. Frances Stegmair, Mrs. Mary 
Bumpus and Mrs. Flora Badger, read- 
ing by John F. Bartlett, reading by 
Miss Clara Barnes, reading by Mrs. A. 
L. Pennell, piano solo by Fred E. 
Thomas, song by Mrs. Badger. 


The last Sunday in May closed the 
regular meetings of the Pittsburg, Pa., 
society for the season, which has been 
most successful and satisfactory. The 
philosophy has been ably set forth by 
Mrs. E. N. Stevens, the wife of our 
good president, who has given us some- 
thing to think about for the time be- 
ing. The phenomena has been pre- 
sented by Miss Margaret Gaule, of Bal- 
timore. Thus we have had the best 
‘in that line obtainable anywhere. There 
is no medium who comes to Pittsburg 
who begins, in our opinion, to equal 
this gifted lady, and certainly none 
who draws larger audiences. It is 
largely through her magnificent work 
that we are able this month to show 
a financial balance on the right side, 
and we close the season upon which 
it affords pleasure to look with hope 
and inspiration for future effort. We 
have engaged Miss Gaule again for 
next September. John H. Knight, 
Secretary. 

—Mediums or speakers who dislike 
to see their names spelled wrong in 
these columns can be freed from this 
little annoyance by putting their names 
on our subscription list and keeping it 
there. When in doubt about some- 
one’s chirography then we can refer 
to the list. 


TRAOT NO. 2. 

Rev. M. F. Ham’s Sermon on Spiritual- 
lem and testimony of Rev. Dr. Duryea of 
Brooklyn on Mediumship. 

Price, per 100, $2.50; 50, $1.50; 2r 
singly, 5 cents. For sale at this offic. 


Drs. Peebles & Burroughs 


POSITIVELY CURE 
CHRONIC DISEASES. 


This is an Important statement. Its im 
portance ls due to its truth Thousands 
have testified to thelr personal knowledge 
of its accuracy From week to week we 


have printed a few voluntary testimonials 
in the columns of this paper, belleving 


that the faithful, truthful statements of 
our patients would appeal with greater 
fore ce to sufferers than anything we might 
any, no matter how stated, not with what 


fideltiy of word painting ew portrayed 
the facilities possessed by us for the cure 


of these cases 
This is a day of facts People do not 
care for theories. It Is the man of knowl 


edge who Is In demand Our success In 
curing chronic diseases has made repented 
enlargement of our offices necessary until 


today we possess the finest and largest 
offices devoted to the treatment of Chronle 
Diseases Our work Is now carried on 


with a promptness and accuracy which Is 
surprising, considering Its magnitude. We 
possess every Improvement and facility 
which can be of service In our work. 

The success of our work Is best portrayed 
by the voluntary statements of our pa- 
tlents. A few follow: 

Dre PERRLES & BrRreovens, Battle Creek, Mioh 

Dear Doctora—My brother is well. Think 
he doesn’t need any more medicine, Thank- 
Ing you for what yow have done for him, 
I am respectfully yours, 

MISS LIZZIN SHANKS, 

May 27, 1898. Fort Benton, Montana, 
Drs. PRERLES & BURROVOBS, Battle Creek, Mich 

Dear Doctors—I have not written for a 
long time. I feel well and do all my own 
work, which I have not been able to do 
before In over three years. I do not need 
any more medicine. I am so thankful for 
what you have done for me. Yours re- 
spectfully, MRS. C. S. PAYNBD, 

May 27, 1898. Webster, 8. D. 
Dra, PEKRLES & BuRROUGHS. Battle Creek, Mich 

Dear Friends—I am feeling so well that 
I want to thank you again for curing me 
so quickly. Since taking your medicine 
I have fleshed up so I find it difficult to 
get my dresses to fit me. Yoursrespect- 
fully, MRS. A. MORANG, 

May 27, 1898. Wastport, Me. 
Drs. PEERLES & BuRROUNGS, Rattle Creek, Mich 

Dear Doctors—I have been taking your 
medicine for one week and feel one hun- 
dred per cent better. Yours respectfully, 

A. D. BDWARD, 
849 Prospect St., Cleveland, O. 
D: Ø, PEEBLES & BoRROVGRS, Battle Creek, Mi@h 

Dear Doctors—It has been some time 
since I wrote you. I have improved won- 
derfully In the .past few weeks. I thank 
you most kindly for what you are doling 
for me. With best wishes, I remain, your 
patient, MRS. H. O. HUTTON, 

May 27, 1898. Anacortes, Wash, 
ABSOLUTELY CORRECT 
DIAGNOSES. 

With a thorough medical education— 
with the best of facilities, the purest of 
medicines, there is every reason for us to 
sueceed; but the distinctive features of 
our treatment Is the fact that we under- 
stand the causes of disease and remove 
them. 

Our diagnoses are absolutely correct. 
We have proven this times without num- 
ber. It will be more convincing to you, 
however, to send your name, age, sex, 
and a leading symptom and receive by re- 
turn mall a correct statement of your own 
case, which we will send free on receipt 
of the Information above mentioned. Your 
prompt acceptance of this offer may have 
an Important bearing not only upon your 
health, but upon your success. 

Remember eur address is, 

DRS. PEEPLES & BURROUGHS, 
Battle _Oreek, Mich. 


š "Coming Light. 


Published at 621 O'Farrell Street, San Francisco, Cal 
Dr. CORA A, MORSE, EDITOR, 
This progressive monthly is devoted to all 
human interests. 
ITS AIM IS 
TO LIBERATE, MAN, WOMAN AND CHILD, 
Socially, Religiously and Politically 
TO EDUCATE BY EVERY METHOD, 
From symbolism to Sctence 
TO RAISE MANKIND, 
From Animalism to Godhood, 
From Limitation to Liberty 


dts corps of contributors ts its guarantee of 
success and of satisfaction to the reading publi 


Price $1.00 per year ` Single coples 10c 
F orelgn Subscription $1.50 
Send for Sample, 


~ MRS. MAGGIE WAITE, 
Singa? by $1. 00. four cents in 


stamps. 
121 Buhl Block, - DETROIT, MICH. 
THOMAS PAINE'S VINDICATION—By 
Robert G. Ingersoll. 16 cents, 
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Mrs. Frances Hodgson Burnett, the 
povelist and playwright, best known 
gs the author of “Little Lord Fauntle- 
foy, recently obtained a divorce from 
ber husband, Dr. Burnett, of Wash- 
ton. 


The postmaster of a village in Mo 
mra “died” of a fit of epil y, ar 
was buried three days afterwards in 
@ue form He had a little pet dog 
which showed great affection towards 
Bim, and after the burial the dog re- 
Mained upon the man’s grave and 
bowled dismally, and would not L 
driven away. 
Was taken home forcibly, but when- 
erer it could escape it immediate 
feturmed. This lasted for about z 
Week, and became the talk of the yil- 
lage. About a year afterwards that 
part of the graveyard had to re 
Moved owing to an enlargement 
building the church, and 
the grave of the postmaster was n- 
ed and the body was found in suci 
state and position as to leave n 
that he had been buried alive 


Several times the dog 


turned to consciousness aud had d 
in the grave. The phy n who ha 


à signed the certificate of death became 
insane on that account soon after the 
discovery was made. 


The First Spiritualist church of this 
(el will go in a body Mrs 
Weatherford as speaker of the day 
This will be a rare oppertunity for 
Spiritualists to visit and see wl i 
Summerland Beach peopic h 


Mrs. Rebecca Kohut, president of the 
Jewish Council of Women of New 

= York. made one of the most pleasing 
$ speeches of the recent congress of 
T mothers on the subject, “An Early 
Ti Century Child.” She dealt with child- 
Ufe among the ancient Hebrews, and 
"declared that many of the customs 
should be kept. She believed with Sol- 
= omon, “Spare the rod and spoil the 
z ild" “Moderation was their watch- 
k 
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| jesson we must learn, for now we live 


im am age of extremes. We either have 


- 


k 


z L |) idolatry or atheism; the education is 
ms too high, or the child is ignorant; there 
_ is over indulgence in athletics, or no 


The solution of all 
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Phe Theosophistse of Tacoma, Wash., 
in a fight with each other over the 
Brotherhood” question. 


| Sit Adolphe Caron of Ottawa, who 
T Was taken care of by the police of 
celebrating the 

in this city and fall 
against an iron fence, is recover- 
from his injuries, but the scar on 
face will increase his resemblance 
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Prof. A. E. Dolbear is 
for the statement that t 


f ane n tk z 
ot speed in toe cnir 


may be calculated Ser 
number of chirps in-a minute. 

As a boy, when I was more ortho 
dox than I am now, I remember trying 
very hard to feel penitent for Adam’s 
sin, but I never succeeded—Dr. Lyman 
Abbott. 


Two editors of the Sun, a weekly 
reform paper published at Tacoma, 
Wash., have been sent to jail for 100 
days by the supreme court for criti- 
cising that body. The wives of the 
editors will continue the paper and 
announce that they will “criticise and 
expose all looting and despoiling of 
the masses as far as our feeble power 
will permit us to do — whether the 
robbers are called supreme judges, or 
just ordinary thieves.” 


Rarely indeed are free men born of 
slave mothers. Just so long as we 
have legally enforced prostitution and 
rape, so long as the majority of homes 
are the abiding places of inharmony, 
degradation and cruelty, as now, 
there can be little progress. — Lillian 
Harman. 


“If I wanted to punish an enemy,” 
said Sidney Smith, “I would fasten on 
him the continual power of hating 
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A PIRITUAL NA- 


QI rio) Í 
TURE OR THOSE P ERTAINING TO 
or > C AI a A RE ANSWERED UNDER 
u q DR TEFLY AND ON SHORT 
NOT ri FIONS SHOULD BE 
CONCISE AND TO THE POINT. 

—_ — — 

Question—Is reincarnation true? It 
seems to me that spirits ought to 
know. PSYCHIC STUDENT. 

Answer—If we answer in the affirm- 
ative the majority will assert the me- 
dium favors it, and thus the reply in 
accordance with the medium's opin- 


ion. If in the negative, the minority 
will assert that the medium ís preju- 
diced against it, or cannot take in the 
idea. Thus-we shall give you an an- 
swer that will leave it an open question 
før individual solution, and speak as 
though we were charging a jury with 
a case complicated by circumstantial 
evidence. To begin, therefore, we are 
confronted bya belief that everytheory 
must have a fact to build on—that we 
cannot imagine nothing. As a theory, 
therefore, reincarnation can claim ex- 
istence, however remote the fact, or 
the cause for the theory—the effect. 
On the other hand, the brain can con- 
jure up strange ideas such as creating 
the image of a horse with a man's 
head and arms. But it requires twG 
facts to create this image—this theory 
—part of à horse and part of a man. 
in this case was not 
founded on nothing. So it will be dif- 
ficult to imagine the most absurd thing 
without part of some existing fact. On 
this hypothesis it is also asserted that 
no imagination or effect can be created 
that is not a part of something some- 
were in the universe, even if never 
seen or heard of. Keplar’s laws were 
founded in this way, even if not abso- 
lute. But all is truth that can be im- 
agined for reasons, and thus lead to 
the absolute, however the latter may 
differ from the theory that gave the 
first hint of its existence. In this re- 
spect reincarnation is a truth, but how 
far remote from the absolute or the 
true conception of it, time and reason- 
ing only can solve for the unknowing 
or unbelieving. You must weigh evi- 
dences as they occur in the realm of 
thought—the possibilities and proba- 
bilities, the absurdities and incongrui- 
ties connected with it. The first 
question that is rightly asked by the 
non-believer is: What becomes of the 
soul of the new-born child? This is a 
legitimate question. As there is no 
physical life without a soul life—a life 
germ in the matter creating—there can 
be no usurper outside, unless that 
usurper gives up his individuality—is 
lost as John Smith that he was. But 
there is also a theory of total depravity 
which also claims a right to existence 
on the aforenamed hypothesis. If that 
be true you might admit a third theory 
—that of amalgamation. This can 


_ Claim a right to existence on the gen- 


ius found in many children, even where 
no ancestry can give a hint at heredi- 
tary effect. There are geniuses to be 
found among ignorant African tribes 
that would make a student of human 
nature marvel. Of course everyone 
hates the idea of loss of individuality. 


THE LIGHT OF TRUTH. 


before 


lived before. This would bs sufficient 
—t— : OUR. 5. 0 0 GIFT 
in such 4 But obeesnic woul 


such a one 

do the same thing, and the 
spirit (though unwilling or 
scious) would bave the benefit of an- 

other life In the mortal. In like man- 

per the owner of the mortal body 

would gain by the added vibration or 

higher impetus given his soul nature 

by such an amalgamation or obses- 

sion. This could account for genius 

alone, and make reincarnation a va- 

gary. But what of the myriads of in- 
sects that are evolved in the course 
of time? Their being gives reasons for 
crediting them with having souls. We 
know that they amalgamate in spirit 
and form new life entities in matter 
by evolution—the stronger absorbing 
the weaker, both in classes and species 
—individually and collectively —and 
all a preparation to the creation of 
man. Now, man has the disposition of 
every distinct life condition on earth, 
only that he is more pronounced in 
one than in another—the stronger pre- 
dominating. He is the greatest ab- 
sorber of all animal life. Whether he 
takes in these states from the creatures 
direct or from their surroundings, is 
indifferent. He possesses them, and 
that may lead you to further theoriz- 
ing; whether you are parts of animal 
life or of human life. You are sure 
of the former by the animal traits you 
possess—unless you prefer to think 
you are obsessed by animals to in- 
duce these sensations and emotions. 
But if you are the effects of animal 
spirits you can go a step further and 
take in a few of the lower or undevel- 
oped human spirits. And if the latter, 
go still further and admit a few of the 
undeveloped or depraved civilized hu- 
man beings. Or, aiscard it all, and say 
that God gave you all in one impulse. 
If so, God must have animal traits, for 
effects prove the nature of the cause. 
If God is all good, man must be. There 
is no evil in matter, for a dead man is 
harmless, but his spirit is not. If 
your son is God's child he wiu not 
murder, but if he absorbs the spirit of 
a former murderer, he may become a 
Jesse Pomeroy, if the absorbed spirit 
can dominate the new soul. Pre- 
natal conditions, however, can pre- 
vent such absorption or obsession, and 
attract conditions according to the 
mental state of the parents during 
conception or gestation. But if that 
murderer’s only salvation lies in re- 
sisting temptation through some mor- 
tal body, somebody else’s child must 
harbor him. Of course, spirit life also 
furnishes states for the redemption of 
such souls, but you also wish to ac- 
count for the murderous impulses 
found in children at times; for that is 
a fact you cannot obliterate by unbelief 
or prejudice, Then you may ask, why 
does God or the spirit world permit 
such obsessions? If they could pre- 
vent it, you may be sure they would. 
But law asks no one’s permission to 
do as it pleases. Everything is pos- 
sible by law, however much we may 
dislike it to be, and many things occur 
which would appear ridiculous to you 
now,but would not upon understand- 
ing the true reason. So, reincarnation 
may seem absurd, and yet be true; 
just as it may seem logical to believers 
and yet be untrue. In the first case 
because the wrong reasons exist for its 
denial, and in the later for its asser- 
tion, That there is a law pertain- 
ing to it is as correct as that there 
are laws sometimes surmised by as- 
tronomers before being discovered; but 
how far away both parties are from un- 
derstanding the same, only time will 
reveal. 
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